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Presidents Message: 
Greetings once again from Baghdad. I reached a milestone on 18 Sep 08, I reached the 
half way point having been here now a full six months. It seems like forever though. I 
remember being told a few days into the deployment that the days are long, they turn 
into weeks, and the weeks turn into months. As of this writing I have now served 
194.36 days. It also breaks out into 27.77 weeks, 4,664.75 hours, 279,885.22 minutes 
and then into 16,793,113.00 seconds. By now I hope I that I haven't blinded anybody 
by now. When I first got here, there was a Freedom Clock using Microsoft Excel that 
was floating around that calculates your time left based on your redeployment date; 
mine is 18 Mar 09. I took it a few steps farther and added a macro that calculates the 
time left in real time. I also personalized it by adding photos into the pie chart so as I 
earn more time, the photo of myself and Chris gets bigger while the Phoenix base log 
gets smaller.  I also labeled my passes as First and Second Parole Hearing (I get two 
4-Day passes) and my two week R&R as Work Release. Now the geek in me has to 
take it even farther. Now I have it calculated down to the second when the Freedom 
Clock rolls over another 1/10 of a percent. So on 10/23/2008 at 05:13:56 AM 
(10/22/2008 09:13:56 PM CST), the Freedom Clock will roll over to 60% complete. I 
treat every 
1/10 of a 
percent 
like 
earning 
frequent 
flyer miles. 
It has 
really 
cooled off, 
A LOT! 
It's been in 
the mid-
nineties 
over the 
last two 
weeks and 
it really does feel cool. The Iraqi's call this "Sweet time" because it's the time when 
they harvest the dates. And date palms are everywhere. It is also the end of Ramadan 
for the Iraqis which ends on Tuesday at the sighting of the first full moon (I know 
what some of you are thinking). This is called "Eid al-Fitr" and is four days of 
feasting. Kind of like an extended Fat Tuesday for the Mardi Grau folks. If I had to eat 
one meal a day and didn’t drink any water throughout the day in 120 degree heat, I'd 
feast too. They cut down what was left of the flowers here at Phoenix base. I used to 
check these for bees on occasions. I saw bunches of them earlier for a few days earlier 
in the year but, but not many now. I'm still trying to hunt down the Agriculture section 
of the State Department, I know they exist; just haven't found them. I just want to find 
out what's going on with the beekeeping industry here in Iraq, if there's any at all. 
Until next month. Cheers for now 
Mike Slater 
 



Vice Presidents message: 
The Nebraska Beekeepers Association is excited to present, The Chemical Free Beekeeping Conference in Lincoln, 
Nebraska November 21-23, 2008.  
This is an exciting event with speakers coming in from all over the United States. The registration form is included in the 
newsletter as well as posted on our website, http://nebraskabeekeepers.org/ 
Only 140 seats are available and we expect the conference to fill up fast so please send your registration form in early.  
Cheryl Osterloh 

President Mike Slater’s Pictures from Iraq 
  

5 This is one of a hover fly with all yellow 
abdomen who attack the bee, got on its back and 
carried it off. Best picture I got of it and 
haven'tseen any others even though I've been 
looking 

3 This one is of a couple of bees on the flowers 
and 252 had four bees on 

4 They put out a welcome sign for me 

2  The gate of the Counter Intelligence school. 

1 Iraqi sunrise 



Preparing Colonies to Over Winter 
 The following are a few guidelines in preparing to over winter colonies in Nebraska.  The guidelines 
will be broken down into categories.  The first category being discussed is equipment. 
Equipment 
 The first item to cover with equipment is to put a mouse guard or entrance reducer in place.  The 
entrance should be reduced to an inch or two.  If a mouse gets in your colony it will chew up comb and stress 
the bees.  Second, what to do with the inner cover?  If you have an inner cover now is the time to flip it over so 
that the notch on the edge is facing down.  This notch allows moist hot air to escape instead of condensing on 
the inner cover.  If the moisture condenses inside the colony it will eventually begin to drip onto the cluster and 
cause them stress.  If the inner cover doesn’t have these notches you can use a small piece of wood between the 
inner cover and telescoping lid.  Third, if screen bottom boards are being used for varroa mite control they 
should be closed up over the winter months.   
Feeding 
 Each colony will require 40 to 60 pounds of honey to over winter in Nebraska.  Remember though there 
needs to be some empty comb for the bees to cluster on.  Colonies without sufficient honey should be fed.  
These colonies can either be fed a heavy (2 parts sugar to 1 part water) sugar syrup or high fructose corn syrup.  
For most beekeepers the homemade sugar syrup will be used because high fructose corn syrup has to be bought 
in bulk.  One trick to fall feeding is to feed the bees a lot of syrup and quickly.  This causes them to store the 
sugar syrup instead of turning it into brood.  This is also why here at UNL 3 ½ gallon buckets are inverted on 
top of the colony for fall feeding.  Using division board feeders for fall feeding is not advised.  These feeders 
don’t hold enough syrup and also take the place of a frame inside the colony.  A well-provisioned colony will 
weigh no less than 100 pounds going into winter. 
Examination 
 Fall inspections for diseases are extremely important.  If diseases or pests problems are not handled 
before winter it is sure to lower over wintering success.  For treatment of nosema with Fumagilin-B follow the 
directions provided on the label.  There are both directions for spring feeding and fall feeding.   If oxalic acid is 
used for treatment of varroa mites waiting until around Thanksgiving when the bees will be more tightly 
clustered is preferred.  If the inspection shows that there is a problem that is queen related it is best to combine 
the colony with another that has a strong queen.  That colony can then be split in the spring again.  In addition, 
it is advised to combine weak colonies into stronger colonies which will over winter better. 
Insulation 
 Wrapping colonies with insulation is not the only concern.  The colonies need to be located in an area 
where they will have a wind break and also receive sunlight during the day.  There are a lot of different methods 
of insulating bee hives for winter.  Always remember when wrapping a colony to leave a top entrance for the 
bees.  This allows them to go on cleansing flights when the temperature has increased.  Some wraps are fancier 
then other, but have the same goal which is to trap heat and block wind. Some beekeepers will use black roofing 
paper and others will use fiberglass with black plastic wrap.  Black wraps are preferred because they absorb 
sunlight during the day.  Make sure the wraps are securely in place.  So that the wind will not blow the wrap off 
or cause it to shift and cover the entrance.  In the Lincoln area wraps are usually placed on colonies around 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Best of luck in over wintering your colonies!  
 Jeremy Wagnitz 
 University of Nebraska  
 Entomology Graduate Student 



Classified Advertisements 
For Sale:  55 gallon food grade barrels with lids.  $10.00 each.  Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173  or e-
mail  wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE.  He recently passed away and his family 
has donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of 
Entomology.  The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going 
to the Department of Entomology.  The equipment list is as follows: 

Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with electric stir system 
Walter T. Kelley Stainless Steel Storage Tank 
Walter T. Kelley Stainless Steel Melting Tank 
Drum Band Heater 
2" Metal Honey Gate 
1/3 hp Honey Pump 
Walter T. Kelley Wax Melter 
Maxant 24"x61" Stainless Steel Clarifying Tank with two 220 heaters 
Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor 
2-55 gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup) 
Should you have an interest in any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail 
wnelson193@neb.rr.com.  Warren has agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the 
Department of Entomology. 
 For Sale:  
Four frame extractor, $200. Also available bulk honey. Contact Pat Chandler @ Chandler’s Sandhill Honey, 
Anselmo, NE Phone: 308-880-1733 or 308-749-2252 
Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525 
Wanted Colonies of Bees 
Would like to buy complete colonies of bees, Mike Toukan, Phone 308-379-9170  
Wanted Bees 
Gerald Kudlaek, Brainard, NE, 402-641-3338, would like a beekeeper to put bees on his property. 
Ken Musil, 49779 867th Road, Inman, NE 68742-4205 Phone: (402) 394-5300, Email: 
moosemeadow@kmtel.net. I was wondering if there were any beekeepers in the Inman/O'Neill area that would 
be interested in putting some "bee boxes" in our hay meadow? We have many natural wildflowers and sweet 
clover in the meadow. We really wouldn’t want anything for it - perhaps a jar of honey! 
Ernie Belik, 15304 Mt. Vernon, Washington, NE 68068-4015, ph. 402-238-2848 or 402-990-8833. 
Gary Godkin, 21101 N 27th, Lincoln, NE (near Ceresco) ph.402-476-1689(Tammy) 
Mark & Julie Hintz, 1610 dove Rd, Hebron, NE 68370 ph.402-768-6672 
Jan Mc Reynolds, Box 386, Gretna, NE 68028, e-mail jgmpapo@msn.com 
David Krafka, 3196 Ashland Rd, Valparaiso, NE 68065 ph. 402-784-3157 
Jack Irons, 4240 S49th ,  Lincoln, NE 68506 ph. 402-483-7585 
Bob Rennc, 2981 X Rd, Brainard, NE 68626 
Verne Gibson, Bellwood, NE ph. 402-538-5025 Need someone to bring out hives, he has apple, pear, cherries 
& choke cherries, lives on Platte River. 
Jerry Scheer and he has an orchard east of Fremont.  His work number is 478-5010 and his e-mail is 
jerryscheer@earthlink.net.  
Keith Tomjack,49329 851st Rd Ewing, NE 68735-5320  Holt County 25 miles south of O’Neil. Ph. 402-482-
5404 
Dennis Cihacek 
Great Harvest Bread Co.—Omaha NE 



I am the owner of Great Harvest Bread Co. in Omaha, NE! I am looking for a source of locally produced honey 
for my bread baking. I am looking for honey producers in Nebraska that might be able to supply my bakery 
with quality locally grown honey? 
 Bee Adoption 
Want to adopt bees Steve & Mary Wiley, 6615 Potomac Place, Lincoln, NE 68516 ph. 402- 

Upcoming Events: 
October 25: Bee Basics, Gretna Library, Gretna Library, presenter Mike Bush 
November 14: Deadline to register for Chemical Free Workshop; submit registrations to Nancy Holman 
Southeast Community College, Continuing Education Division, 301 South 68th Street Place, Lincoln, NE 
68510, phone 402-437-2712, fax 402-437-2703 
November 21-23: Chemical Free Beekeeping Workshop at Southeast Community College, Lincoln NE, see 
attached brochure for more information. 
December 13: 10:00 AM Equipment Basics, Gretna Library, Gretna NE. 
January 11, 2009: 1:00 PM, Annual Meeting, Location to be determined. 
January 17,2009: 10:00 AM Equipment Workshop, presenters Mike Bush and others, at Hershel Staats. 
February 14, 2009: 10:00 AM presentation by Dr. Marion Ellis, Gretna Library, Gretna NE 
March 6 & 7, 2009: Missouri State Beekeepers Association and the Kansas Honey Producers joint meeting at 
the Marriott Hotel, Overland Park, KS. 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Membership is up for renewal in October: Alvin Skow, Angela Waddle, Charlene Zweerink, Dave Long, Eric 
Stork, Ethan Bergt, Ken Voorhees, Michael Bush, and William Kiesling 
Please pay $3.00 to continue your membership to January or $15.00 will pay your membership to January of 
2010.  
Membership up for renewal in November: Margi and Wendy Fletcher, and Kay Klatt.  
Please pay $2.00 to continue your membership to January or $14.00 will pay your membership to January of 
2010.  We are trying to get all members to renew in January of each year. 
 

 

  6 Mike Bush in his bee yard on September 14. With potential beekeepers (photo courtesy of Bill and Judy Lillie)  

 
  



Recipes from  the National Honey Board 
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- Makes 1 loaf - 
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·  3 to 3-/12 cups all-purpose flour  
·  1 package fast-rising yeast  
·  1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  
·  1 teaspoon salt  
·  1/2 cup milk  
·  1/4 cup honey  
·  1/4 cup water  
·  3 Tablespoons butter  
·  1 large egg  
·  1/2 cup finely chopped dried apricots  
·  honey, for glaze  
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In large bowl, combine 2 cups flour, undissolved yeast, cinnamon and salt. Heat milk, honey, water and butter 
until very warm (120° to 130°F); stir into dry ingredients. Stir in egg and enough remaining flour to make soft 
dough. Knead on lightly floured surface until smooth and elastic, about 6 to 8 minutes. Cover; let rest 10 
minutes. Knead in apricots. 

Divide dough into 3 equal pieces; roll to 12-inch ropes. Braid ropes; pinch ends to seal. Place on large greased 
baking sheet. Cover; let rise in warm, draft-free place until doubled in size, about 40 to 60 minutes. 

Bake at 350°F for 25 to 30 minutes or until done. Remove from oven; brush top of loaf with honey. Remove 
from sheet; cool on wire rack. 

Bread machine variation: Measure 3 cups all-purpose flour and other ingredients into bread machine pan as 
suggested by manufacturer. Process on dough/manual cycle. When complete, remove dough to floured surface; 
knead in additional flour if necessary to make dough easy to handle. Shape dough and proceed as directed. 
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Protein: 5 g  Fat Total: 4 g  Sodium: 237 mg  Carbohydrates: 37 g  Calories from Fat: 17%  Cholesterol: 26 
mg  Calories: 202  Dietary Fiber: 2 g  

Nebraska Beekeepers September 2008 

  



Nebraska Beekeepers September 2008 
Beginning Balance  $12,028.13 

interest  $      5.00  
Fri-
Sat State Fair Receipts    2,950.50  
Sun State Fair Receipts    2,564.50  
Mon State Fair Receipts    1,121.46  
Tue State Fair Receipts    1,434.00  
Wed State Fair Receipts       800.00  
Thu State Fair Receipts    1,318.83  
Fri State Fair Receipts    1,073.95  
Sat State Fair Receipts    3,021.25  
Sun State Fair Receipts    6,858.12  
Mon State Fair Receipts       370.55  
Dues Vaantassel (new)        16.00  
Dues Turco (renew)        24.00  
Dues VonSeggern (renew)        15.00  
Total Income $21,573.16  

Expenses       

 
3682 NE State Fair - awards $200.00 

 
3683 Valhalla - State Fair 3,723.37 

 
3684 K Nielson - newsletter 67.00 

Total Expenses $3,990.37  
Ending Balance  $29,610.92 

 

 

  7 Mike Bush explaining about frames and bees in the bee hive, during the new beekeeper meeting (photo courtesy of Bill and Judy Lillie) 

  



 

 

Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___]  RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $12 [___] 2YR @ $24[____] 

DATE ________________________ 

NAME(S) _______________________________________   Birthday_______________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________    

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 
Make checks payable to the “Nebraska Beekeepers Association” 
Mail to: Keith Nielson, 865 Leonard Ave, Polk, NE 68654 
* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 
** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1 per month through December 31. ** 
*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 
 
_________________________________Clip and Send __________________________________________ 
  



Editorial:   
 Another year of honey production is winding down for most beekeepers and starting to prepare for the winter months 
to come. I asked Dr. Ellis to do an article on what beekeepers should be doing to prepare for the winter months in their 
apiary. Being the great teacher he is he passed this task onto his graduate student Jeremy Wagnitz. Most graduate 
students need to write an article or two for publication. Jeremy has done an excellent job with that task and I have 
included this in this issue. The one thing I have learned the last two years is that no one beekeeper mange their hives the 
same manner and each has an opinion on how to manage a hive. I have come to respect and trust Jeremy’s advice and 
guidance this last year and well I should, he has learned from one of the best apiculture entomologist in the country. 
    With the Nebraska State Fair making the move to Grand Island in 2010 the officers of the association will be meeting 
with Barney Cosner, Executive Director of the Nebraska State Fair on October 14th at 6:00pm. Members that have 
concerns and suggestions about the move of the State Fair to Grand Island need to contact one of the officers so we can 
address those concerns at this meeting. I am hoping that we can both win with the move to Grand Island. 
    In this issue I have included some photos that Mike Slater has sent me from Iraq. He has sent us evidence of bees in 
Iraq and some of their pest, and some of the areas where Mike is working. Sorry that I did not include all of the pictures 
but I want Mike to have something to talk about when he returns to Nebraska in March. 
    Please note the renewal section of the newsletter; we are trying to get members to pay dues through January. As I 
have worked at trying to get this newsletter to our members I have found that we have about 40+ are delinquent. I have 
restructured the way I e-mail the newsletter and will be testing another method so you each receive just your e-mail 
address in the recipient box.  Also I was asked to do a cost analysis of our expenses for the news letter.  A 12 page issue 
cost 87 cents and a 16 page issue cost 99 cents to produce and mail to the membership. This does not include the cost of 
extra copies for promotions and what are sent to advertisers and neighboring associations. If you have an e-mail address 
please send it to me. 
    Please check the classified to see if there is someone close to your location that needs bees, please call them and find 
out what we as beekeepers can do for them. 
   Finally, enjoy the sweet success of this harvest and may God bless each and every one of you. 
 
Keith E. Nielson 
Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Association 

Nebraska Beekeepers Assoc-Beeline 
c/o Keith Nielson 
865 Leonard Ave 
Polk, NE 68654 

  

 


