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Presidents Message: 
     30 Nov 08 and tomorrow I get to turn another page and the Bee Culture calendar 
hanging on the wall right next to the Nebraska Cornhusker flag and pictures of the 
family. I also just realized that my BC calendar will run out of months in January 09 
so if anybody has an extra for 2009, please send my way if you can.  I just got back 
from four day pass down in Doha, Qatar. It took me four days to get down there and 
half a day to get back. Getting back was easy. Was manifested on a C-17 flight into 
Baghdad which left Qatar around 1 PM. From there I went over to the terminal to 
catch a open seat on a helicopter into the Green Zone. Back at my trailer behind the 
Embassy at 530 PM. Getting there was a whole different story. All you do is sit 
around and wait for a flight out and that usually requires being up most of the night. It 
is not easy traveling out of Baghdad. In Qatar, I went on the Doha City tour like I had 
done before. Went to the old market called the Souqs and ate lunch at the Ras Al 
Nasaa restaurant as had a couple of times before. It's always been one of my favorites 
because the food is great and it's on the Persian Gulf water front. I spotted some 
yellow trumpet vine like flowers out in back of the restaurant that were filled with 
bees. I also took what's called the Inland Sea Tour as I had done before where they 
drive you through the sand dunes in SUV out a beach area on the Persian Gulf where 
you can swim and have a BBQ. I'd been there before and it was a lot of fun so I went 
again. This time I did a little snorkeling but the water was a little murky because the 
tide was in. It was still clear enough to see and I didn't get stung by a jelly fish like I 
did last time.  
     Yesterday was a rather interesting day in that thunder storms and rain were 
forecasted. I thought, so rain is in the forecast and no big deal. So I went to the PX on 
the bike in the early afternoon with only some clouds covering the area. The rain 
started about 20 minutes later and still didn't think much of it. All I did was run out 
and cover up the light and the seat on the bike with a couple of plastic bags; then sat 
down on the picnic table under an awning outside the PX to watch the rain. There was 
lots of lightning, more than what you see in Nebraska. Then the storm rolled in with 
lots of rain and hail. The hail covered the ground like snow and there was probably six 
inches of rain. There isn't much drainage here in Baghdad and what little drainage 
there doesn't work at all. So when you get a lot of rain on top of hard ground and 
mostly concrete you can only guess what happens next. All the streets turned into 
rivers that were 6-12" inches deep. On the way back from the PX it was impossible to 
ride the bike because the water was too deep every direction I went, so I just gave up 
on trying to keep the feet so I just waded through the flooded streets all the way back.. 
I wasn't left with much of a choice there. On the way back to the trailer, I found out 
the DFAC's roof cave in at the Embassy and the basement of the Embassy Palace was 
flooded in such a way that it knocked out the power for two days. Hope all is well 
with everyone. 
 
Cheers for now.  
 
Mike 

  



Mikes Pictures from 
the Middle East 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 The height of the storm 
2 Rain at the Post Exchange 

4 Walk back from the post exchange behind the embassy. 

3 Mike and a camel herder 

5 Mike at the Persian Gulf beach 



RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 
Membership is up for renewal in December: 
Robert Davis, Pat Kuehl, and Jim Arbaugh� 
Please pay $13.00 to continue your 
membership to January 2010. �
Membership up for renewal in January:�Amy 
Swoboda, Betty Sayers, Bill Gustafson, 
Carol Kraus, Cecelia Patterson, Cheryl 
Osterloh, Cooks & Beal, Glen Gowen, Jack 
Eager, James Metcalf, Jim Sack, Joseph 
Lecci, Bobby Jean Bernhardt, Kaitlyn 
Johnson, Katie Swoboda, Mike & John Paul 
Terneus, Mike Slater, Ryan Adams, Sara 
Turpel, Spencer Hammer, Stonie Cooper, 
Susan Williams, Thomas Golsom, Thomas 
Keep,  and Vicki Krotz�����������	�
���

�

Classified Advertisements 
For Sale:  55 gallon food grade barrels with lids.  $10.00 each.  Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173  or e-
mail  wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE.  He recently passed away and his family 
has donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of 
Entomology.  The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going 
to the Department of Entomology.  The equipment list is as follows: 

Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with electric stir system 
2" Metal Honey Gate 
Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor 
2-55 gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup) 
Should you have an interest in any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail 
wnelson193@neb.rr.com.  Warren has agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the 
Department of Entomology. 
 For Sale:  
Four frame extractor, $200. Also available bulk honey. Contact Pat Chandler @ Chandler’s Sandhill Honey, 
Anselmo, NE Phone: 308-880-1733 or 308-749-2252 
Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525 
Wanted Colonies of Bees 
Would like to buy complete colonies of bees, Mike Toukan, Phone 308-379-5170 
Wanted Bees 
Gerald Kudlaek, Brainard, NE, 402-641-3338, would like a beekeeper to put bees on his property. 
Ken Musil, 49779 867th Road, Inman, NE 68742-4205 Phone: (402) 394-5300, Email: 
moosemeadow@kmtel.net. I was wondering if there were any beekeepers in the Inman/O'Neill area that would 
be interested in putting some "bee boxes" in our hay meadow. We have many natural wildflowers and sweet 
clover in the meadow. We really wouldn’t want anything for it - perhaps a jar of honey! 
Ernie Belik, 15304 Mt. Vernon, Washington, NE 68068-4015, ph. 402-238-2848 or 402-990-8833. 
Gary Godkin, 21101 N 27th, Lincoln, NE (near Ceresco) ph.402-476-1689(Tammy) 
Mark & Julie Hintz, 1610 dove Rd, Hebron, NE 68370 ph.402-768-6672 
Jan Mc Reynolds, Box 386, Gretna, NE 68028, e-mail jgmpapo@msn.com 
David Krafka, 3196 Ashland Rd, Valparaiso, NE 68065 ph. 402-784-3157 

Nebraska Beekeepers November 2008 

Beginning 
Balance  $29,527.05 

interest  $      6.72  
Dues Shipman        12.00  
Dues Vance        13.00  

Vance - Bee Culture sub        21.00  
Total Income $52.72  

Expenses 3687 C Osterloh - conference adv $103.12 

 
3688 J Vasko - post, print, other 85.78 

 
3689 K Nielson - newsletter 117.00 

 
3690 UNL Dairy Store 5,141.35 

 
3691 Bee Culture - subscription 21.00 

 
3692 S Krikac - jacket, tag ref 32.15 

 
3693 USPS - postage 19.33 

 
3694 UNL Food Science Club 6,155.96 
Total Expenses $11,675.69  

Ending Balance  $17,904.08 



Jack Irons, 4240 S49th ,  Lincoln, NE 68506 ph. 402-483-7585 
Bob Rennc, 2981 X Rd, Brainard, NE 68626 
Verne Gibson, Bellwood, NE ph. 402-538-5025 Need someone to bring out hives, he has apple, pear, cherries 
& choke cherries, lives on Platte River. 
Jerry Scheer and he has an orchard east of Fremont.  His work number is 478-5010 and his e-mail is 
jerryscheer@earthlink.net.  
Keith Tomjack,49329 851st Rd Ewing, NE 68735-5320  Holt County 25 miles south of O’Neil. Ph. 402-482-
5404 

Upcoming Events: 
December 13, 2008: 10:00 AM Equipment Basics, Gretna Library, Gretna NE. 
January 11, 2009: 1:00 PM, Annual Meeting, Location to be determined. 
January 17,2009: 10:00 AM Equipment Workshop, presenters Mike Bush and others, at Hershel Staats. 
January 17, 2009: 8:00AM – 5:00 PM Youth Beginner’s Beekeeping workshop, Part 1, for 4-H & FFA 
members, York County Extension building York County Fairgrounds. (All beginners are welcome ages 12-21 
and older), presentation by Dr. Marion Ellis, UNL Entomology. 
February 1, 2009:  2:00PM Youth Beginners Beekeeping Equipment Workshop, at High Plains Community 
School Ag Shop in Polk, NE., presenter Keith Nielson 
February 14, 2009: 10:00 AM presentation by Dr. Marion Ellis, Gretna Library, Gretna NE 
March 6 & 7, 2009: Missouri State Beekeepers Association and the Kansas Honey Producers joint meeting at 
the Marriott Hotel, Overland Park, KS.  Two guest speakers will be Jennifer Berry from the University of 
Georgia and Clarence Collison from Louisiana State University - both incredible speakers.  We will update this 
as more information becomes available.  This will be a fantastic meeting so plan on being there! 
April 11, 2009: Youth and Other Beginners Beekeeping Workshop, Part 2, ARDC at Mead, Nebraska, practical 
exercises in beekeeping, presenting Dr. Marion Ellis UNL Entomology.  
July 9-11,2009: Heartland Apiculture Society, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. 
August 3-7, 2009: Eastern Apiculture Society- The Brethren Beekeeping, Without Chemicals, Holiday Valley, 
Ellicottville, New York 

August 17-20, 2009: Western Apiculture Society-Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road, 
Healdsburg, California, USA 95448 
Letters to Editor  
Keith 
  This is Pat Chandler hope this finds you well, I expect this will be your Christmas card because the rest of my 
winter is full. Elk hunt and then California.   I want to thank you for your time spent with the bee association as 
well as everybody else holding an office in the association!  Thank You!  Now for my complaint?  My hired 
person applied for the scholarship the association is giving out, she expressed a concern that it would be just 
about imposable for her to come to half of the bee association meetings. I told her I would protest that rule.  She 
worked the state fair last year and I feel her interest in honey bees is true. She is planning on working for me 
next summer.  Thanks for everything you do. Pat Chandler  

Nebraska Beekeepers Association: Chemical Free Beekeeping Conference 

By Michael Bush 

 I just wanted to jot down my observations while they are fresh in my mind. My presentations are on my 
web site. Just go to www.bushfarms.com/bees.htm and go down the left side of the page until you see 
"Presentations". Go down the left side of that one to "Chemical Free Beekeeping Conference" and you'll see 
them listed there. 
 The turnout was moderate. I had hoped for more, but I'd say, counting speakers it was probably near 
fifty people (I didn't do an actual count but 36 preregistered, plus a few registered at the door plus seven 



speakers). It got enthusiastic reviews from all the participants that I talked. The speakers were varied and while 
there was often a difference of opinions, there was much at the core that was the same. The need for local, 
strong queen stock and self sufficient operations where outside inputs, such as packages and queens, were not 
really needed ran throughout the presentations. Not only the possibility but the short and long term importance 
of not treating the bees became apparent. It was clear that at least at some level, all the speakers believe that 
treating is only breeding weak bees and disrupting the natural balance of the hive. There is no guarantee that I 
will get all these presentation titles correct, nor the order correct as it's a bit of a blur right now. There was so 
much information being presented and it was so concentrated that I'm still digesting it and I'm bound to have 
things a little out of order and may even have overlooked something or someone. The speakers were: Dee 
Lusby, Michael Palmer, Laura Tyler, Ramona Herboldsheimer, Dean Stiglitz, and Michael Bush.  
 Friday afternoon started with me presenting "Natural cell size" and asking, and attempting to answer the 
question "does small cell=natural cell" and how do either of these 
affect Varroa in the hive.  Dee Lusby talked about the concept of the 
success of chemical free beekeeping being 1/3 comb (cell size, 
Housel positioning, clean wax etc.), 1/3 genetics (locally adapted 
survivor stock), 1/3 feed (only real pollen and real honey for feed). In 
her homespun "I'm just an old beekeeper's wife" style she presented 
complex concepts that some needed some time to absorb while 
laying the foundation for successful keeping of bees without artificial 
inputs. It is really enlightening, humbling and heartening to hear her 

wisdom distilled down from decades of, not only beekeeping, but 
small cell, chemical free beekeeping. Of course in all of her 
presentations there is her enthusiasm for the subject, underlying her expertise. 

 This was followed by the down home wisdom and extensive 
experience of Michael Palmer sharing how he chooses and raises 
queens. His method of rearing is similar to, but more simplified than 
some I've heard and, if I get time to think it through and set it up, I'd 
like to try it this spring. He also reiterated the importance of locally 
adapted stock that can survive. His knowledge and enthusiasm for his 
subject is infectious. 
 Corwin Bell, unfortunately, did not make it due to an illness 
and after asking the audience if they still wanted a top bar 
presentation I gave one on top bar/horizontal hives. To help people 
see what they actually look like, Bill Lily brought two of them in the 

next day to show, one Kenya Top Bar Hive and one Horizontal hive. 
 Saturday started off with Dee talking about hive management including how to "pyramid up" to work 
the bees up and back down throughout the year and many other aspects of her methods and view of beekeeping. 
Since most of her writings available on Beesource in the POV are to do with small cell, clearing up 
contamination, genetics etc., it was great to see more on her management. 
I knew that Ramona Herboldsheimer had a lot of information that we needed to hear about microbes in the hive 
and so we allocated extra time for her. She really outdid herself. I need to get the references now and look up 
the studies. I had been aware of the concept but only as a few specifically well known (but usually ignored) 
relationships such as chalk brood fungus preventing EFB; stone brood fungus preventing Nosema; and Yeasts 
and bacteria helping to digest the pollen. I had always figured the gut microbes helped with things like Nosema. 
But when she started talking about not only that these things were going on, but illustrating the extent of the 

6 Dee Lusby presenting 

7 Mike Palmer talking about over wintering 
nuc's 



importance of them to the day to day functioning of the hive, and not just their relationship to diseases, and the 
"heritability" of it being passed on to their swarms but how often those same beneficial microbes not being 
found in the hive next door, I had one of the paradigm shifts that disrupts your view of the world for a while. In 
this case I begin to see that the success or failure of a hive might be as related to the microbes it contains as it is 
to the genetics of the queen. This shouldn't be too surprising as I think every queen breeder has discovered that 
the feeding and development of the queen has much more to do with the success of a hive than the genetics and 
hives that are booming are often due to things such as drifting instead of genetics. But research that the 
microbes in the hive varied in the same yard from hive to hive was stunning in its implications.  
 Laura Tyler presented her movie "Sister Bee". This carefully, poetically crafted glimpse into the heart 
and soul of why people keep bees was a delight to me even though I've seen it several times. Besides I get to 
enjoy the reactions of the audience to it. Before this film, I had never seen a movie that even approaches getting 
across the spiritual undercurrent of beekeeping (that beekeepers often don't even talk about, or if they do they 
don't know how to express it) and "Sister Bee" was far beyond my expectations of what was even possible in 
that direction. I'm a pretty harsh movie critic, even of movies I like and even after the several times I've seen 
this one, I am hard pressed to find a single thing I'd change about it. The music is inspiring, the rhythm and flow 
of the movie never lets you get lulled into losing interest. There is this beautiful rhythm of contrasts that uses 
bits of old footage of beekeeping, with chronologically appropriate music to provide pace, comic relief and just 
the bare necessity of basic bee biology education to give a context to what the beekeepers in the film are saying; 
contrasted with the beauty, energy and serenity of the bees and the relationship that each of the beekeepers in 
the film has with them. The film does not in any way attempt to be a film about the natural history of bees or 
how to be a beekeeper, or make any other point which would have detracted from its core, and yet in subtle 
ways it does without trying to. Needless to say, if you didn't get the picture yet, I am a huge fan of this film. 
There is no "wasted motion" in it. Everything there is, in Lakota terms, "hecetu yelo"-"just right". Not too 
much, not too little. It is very subtle, and not at all preachy about anything. I think you should all write to your 
local public broadcasting stations and request it by name. You should also buy it and show it to your non-
beekeeping friends. If nothing else it will give them a glimpse into the appeal of bees and beekeeping and a 
beekeeper's relationship to the bees, to replace their current opinion of you, now that they know you keep bees, 
which is probably either awe that you are so brave or the nagging suspicion that you are insane to want to work 
with millions of stinging insects. 
 After that Dean Stiglitz talked about his experiences regressing and going to natural comb. As you listen 
to him, you are struck by his intelligence, powers of observation and eloquence. His enthusiasm is obvious also 
and makes him a dynamic speaker. He talked about the methods he adopted and challenges in using them. I 
think it was very enlightening on so many subjects to hear so many people's personal experiences, and his 
eloquent and frank presentation of what he and his wife Ramona have done and the direction they are taking 
was inspiring. He also talked about how we need to come to the realization that we have a very valuable product 
and we need to educate our consumers as to what we are providing and not be shy about charging what it is 
worth.  
 I followed this with a presentation that did a quick review of the previous one on Natural Cell Size, and 
then picked up from there with more on how to actually regress bees and not lose them to the Varroa in the 
process. 
 Most of us then went to Dean and Ramona's hotel where the hotel management had graciously agreed to 
let us have a party and we had pizza, talked and then watched an awesome video on the interconnectedness of 
the fig wasp with the fig tree and many other organisms that are in that small part of the net of life. It was 
another reminder of how interconnected everything is and that was a reminder how interconnected honey bees 
are to everything around them as well. The fellowship of the party was a wonderful experience that is far too 



complicated to even attempt to describe but I'm sure many of you have had similar nights of conversation with 
like-minded people. 
 Sunday we started the day with Michael Palmer presenting his method of overwintering nucs. It is a 
blessing to have his years of experiences as a head start to working out how to keep them here in our climate 
with our equipment. His presentation, as all of his were, was full of little "tips and tricks", down-home 
beekeeping wisdom and practical advice from out in the field. This was clearly a subject he strongly believes in, 
is very experienced with and one that Northern beekeepers need to get a grasp of. 
 This was followed by a demonstration where Dee used real boxes and frames (albeit mediums instead of 
deeps) to show how to work up bees by pyramiding them up. A lot of lights went on in a lot of heads when they 
could see it for themselves. Many people came up afterwards and said as much as well.  
 After that Michael Palmer gave a talk on how he manages his bees, again with many practical tips that 
have been perfected over decades of beekeeping in a Northern climate. Any one of them was probably worth far 
more than the mere price of admission for the conference.  
 This was followed by a very compressed version of my "Lazy Beekeeping" presentation which, while 
not a presentation of my management methods per se, is a presentation of some isolated techniques and changes 
in equipment I've made, including no chemicals and no artificial feed, that have simplified my life and saved me 
a lot of work. I really wanted to get the point across that chemical free beekeeping is not harder, it's easier and 
simpler. 
 After the official conference ended many of us went to my home beeyard and went through a few hives 

and a few nucs and hung out and talked as the bees buzzed all 
around us in the beeyard on a beautiful day. Michael Palmer went to 
catch his plane, others left and eventually the rest of us had supper 
and talked until the wee hours. 
 I want to say how grateful I am to all the speakers: Dee, 
Michael Palmer, Ramona, Dean, and Laura. This conference would 
not have been possible without them. This conference started from a 
plan to have Dee Lusby as a speaker for the Nebraska Beekeepers 
Association meeting and then grew into a three day conference and 
that was only possible with the generosity and effort of many 
people including those speakers, many of whom came on their own 

dime. The variety of speakers added greatly to our 
understanding of the bigger picture as well as keeping 
our interest during such an intense and concentrated three 
days. They all generously shared so much practical and 
sometimes revolutionary information that it was, at the 
same time, exciting and exhausting trying to absorb it all.  
 Thanks also, to all those who attended. Your 
questions, participation and enthusiasm not only 
improved the quality of the conference, but your hunger 
for knowledge, and your respectful participation is what 
makes it worth the while of the speakers to come to these 
kinds of meetings. 
 This was a bit more long winded than I intended 
but there was so much to comment on and so much I wanted to say that it was difficult to keep it this short. I 
can only say, quoting Blaise Pascal, "If I had more time, I would have written a shorter letter." 

8 Mike Bush showing comb drawn out in a Kenya  
Top Bar Hive. 

9 Mike Bush showing natural comb drawn from a Kenya Top 
Bar Hive,  also checking the hive for clustering. 



Recipes from the National Honey Board 
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·  1 Tablespoon flour  
·  1 oven cooking bag  
·  1 (about 6 lbs.) bone-in fully cooked ham  
·  16 oz. (1-1/4 cups) honey  
·  4 teaspoons lemon pepper  
·  2 teaspoons rosemary or thyme, crushed  
·  Honey Sauce, recipe follows  
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Nutritional Information Per Serving  
Protein: 34.1 g  Fat Total: 8.7 g  Sodium: 2301 mg  Carbohydrates: 32.4 g  Calories from Fat: 23%  
Cholesterol: 79 mg  Calories: 341  Dietary Fiber: 0.2 g   

Note: Honey should not be fed to infants under one year of age. Honey is a safe and wholesome food for 
children and adults. 

© National Honey Board  
11409 Business Park Circle Ste 210, Firestone, CO 80504  
Phone: (303) 776-2337 Fax: (303) 776-1177 



NEBRASKA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION  

YOUTH BEEKEEPING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM ("NBA") 
APPLICATION/AGREEMENT  
OBJECTIVE  
1. To educate youth in the art of beekeeping to promote a better understanding of the value of  
honeybees to our environment and to the food chain.  
2. To provide an opportunity for youth to experience responsibility and enjoyment through 
beekeeping.  
3. To provide an avenue for youth to engage in an avocation and gain the potential to pursue  
beekeeping as a sideline or fulltime vocation. 
THE AWARD  
1. A one year membership in the Nebraska Beekeepers Association.  
2. A beginning beekeeper seminar registration and textbook.  
3. A set of woodenware for a beehive.  
4. A nuc or package of bees for the hive.  
5. Beekeeping gear: hat, veil, gloves, hive tool, and bee smoker.  
6. Mentoring by a NBA member for one year. 
ELIGIBILITY  
1. The applicant must be between the ages of 12 and 17 by January 1 of the current year.  
2. The applicant must be a resident of Nebraska or a surrounding county in a neighboring state 
3. The applicant must be currently enrolled in public, private, or homeschooled.  
4. The applicant must have permission and agreement from parent of guardian.  
5. The application must be submitted to the Nebraska Beekeepers Association no later than January 
1 st of the current year.  
PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
1. Finalists will be selected by the Youth Program Committee.  
2. The Program Committee will arrange an interview with finalists and parents/guardian.  
3. The scholarship will be awarded to the applicant selected by the Program Committee and 
presented at the NBA January meeting.  
APPLICATION  
Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Birth______________________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
City/St________________________________________________ Zip________________________ 
Phone___________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail address__________________________________________________ 
Parent or 
Guardian_________________________________________________________________________ 
Summarize your involvement in school, community, church, and other youth or civic organizations: 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Write an essay of 250 words or more on why you are interested in bees and beekeeping, and what 
you hope to accomplish if you are chosen for this scholarship. (Use a separate sheet for your essay.) 
Parent or Guardian :  
Do you feel your child can benefit from this program?_________________________________ 
Do you feel you can support and encourage your child in this effort? _____________________ 
Does any member of your immediate family have bees? _______________________________ 
 
  



TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AGREEMENT  
The recipient of this scholarship will receive woodenware consisting of a standard hive body with  
frames and foundation, a bottom board, a top cover, a nucleus of bees with queen, and the necessary 
beginner's equipment to start the beekeeping project.  
The recipient will also receive the additional bene fit of :  

1. A one years membership in the Nebraska Beekeepers Association,  
2. Will be able to participate in the Associations monthly meeting, and will receive the Association 

Newsletter,  
3. Registration in a beginning beekeeping seminar,  
4. Mentoring by a NBA member throughout the year, and  
5. Will receive association assistance in extracting the first year's honey crop.  

The recipient will be expected to : 
1. attend at least 50% of the meetings between the January and the December meetings  
2. present a short progress report of the activities to date. 
3. The recipient will keep a written record complete with dates, photos, and other pertinent data 

sufficient to substantiate all progress reports.  
4. A final report will be presented at the December meeting.  
5. Successful attendance and completion of the seminar is required.  

A Certificate of Completion and full ownership of the colony and the equipment will be presented at 
the December meeting if the scholarship recipient has met all requirements.  
 WAIVER/BINDER  
We/I understand that neither NBA nor any of the Association members are liable for any accidents or 
injuries which may occur while my child, _____________________________, is working with the 
aforementioned bees and equipment. 
We/I also understand the bee colony and equipment remain the property of NBA, and cannot be  
sold, given away, transferred in any manner or destroyed during the qualifying period without the 
written consent of NBA.  
In the event that ______________________________loses interest or can no longer pursue the 
beekeeping project, NBA shall be notified and the equipment and colony of bees will be returned to 
NBA.  
Upon successful completion of the qualifying term, and the satisfaction of stated conditions, the  
Recipient will be presented a Certificate of Completion of the program and ownership of the beehive 
and related equipment will be transferred to recipient.  
PARENTAL CONSENT  
I am the above named applicant's parent or guardian. He/She is not known to be allergic to bee stings 
and has my consent to accept this scholarship if chosen. Furthermore, I agree that by signing this 
waiver I relieve NBA and their members from any and all liability for any accidents, mishaps or other 
occurrences, which may happen in the pursuit of this project. By filling out and submitting this form, 
either electronically or otherwise, I understand that I am fully agreeing to all Terms and Conditions set 
forth herein. 
Parent/Guardian _______________________________________________________ 
Applicant_____________________________________________________________ 
Scholarship Committee Chair_____________________________________________ 
Association President __________________________________________________ 
   
Mail application to:Nebraska Beekeepers Association, c/o Joann Vasko, 13324 Madison, Omaha, NE 68137 
 
Or bring application to an NBA meeting – which is listed on the calendar of events on the Nebraska Beekeepers web site 
http://www.nebraskabeekeepers.org.   
For more information contact: Keith Nielson – 402-765-2391  



 

Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___]  RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $12 [___] 2YR @ $24[____] 

DATE ________________________ 

NAME(S) _______________________________________   Birthday_______________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________    

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 
Make checks payable to the “Nebraska Beekeepers Association” 
Mail to: Keith Nielson, 865 Leonard Ave, Polk, NE 68654 
* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 
** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1 per month through December 31. ** 
*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 
_________________________________Clip and Send __________________________________________ 



Editorial:    
    Inside this edition is Mike Slater’s article from the Middle East with photos. Mike Bush’s report on the Chemical 
Free Beekeeping Workshop, a recipe from the National Honey Board, Nebraska Beekeepers Association Scholarship 
for youth, treasurer’s report, Letter to the Editor and membership renewals. If your name is on the renewal list please 
pay your association dues.  
    I have had some fun making a hot box like Warren has at his shop. I got the thermostatic control from Walter T. 
Kelly and had all hooked up and ready to go but I could not get the box to heat up. Well the new milk room heaters that 
are manufactured today do heat to 120 degrees because of the new safety controls in them. So being the trouble 
shooting and mechanical sort that I can be, I disassembled the heater and rewired the heater. Without a wiring diagram I 
made the changes that I thought should be made bypassing the thermostat and plugged the heater back in and instant 
heat but, one element burnt out in about 15 seconds leaving one to work. So I disconnected the power cleaned out the 
burnt element reevaluated my fix. Then I proceeded with a second test and had heat from the last element. It worked so 
I put it in the hot box and run a test in the box. I have some old hive bodies from one of my clients so I pulled all of the 
trash out of the boxes and set boxes with frames over a catch pan for the wax. I then heated these boxes to 180O F for 
about 12 hours. This made taking old wax moth infested comb out of the frames easier, collected some wax, and 
hopefully disinfected the frames and hive bodies. I don’t know where I read about heating frames and hive bodies to get 
rid of disease but am giving it a try. Some people have told me to flash the inside of the boxes with a propane torch, or 
soak boxes and frames in a lye solution. I don’t like working with caustics because I have grandchildren around and I 
don’t want have them accidentally burned by the lye. This method makes use of the hot box when I am not trying to 
liquefy honey. 
    Yesterday, (December 2) here in Polk we had a nice day (+50O F) so I checked three of my hives to see how much is 
left of stored honey. I thought maybe it would be a good day to combine some colonies but decided against it since the 
next few days are to be near freezing. The queen that I introduced this fall is still alive and well. The other two colonies 
I could not find the queens but am sure they are in the boxes. So now is the time to start getting ready for the next year 
repairing boxes, frames and putting together new equipment. 
    It is also time to be thinking about officers for next year that will be elected in January. Linda and I wish each and 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Keith E. Nielson 
Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Association 

Nebraska Beekeepers Assoc-Beeline 
c/o Keith Nielson 
865 Leonard Ave 
Polk, NE 68654 

  

 


