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Presidents Message: 
The end is near. Only a month and 
half to go before I should be back in 
Nebraska. People come and go all the 
time here. But when you look around 
discover that you are one of three 
people now that have been here the 
longest, it's time to go back home. All 
the folks that were here when I arrived 
have now departed. You make some 
friends and say goodbye to probably 
never hear from them again. Others 
you can't wait for them to leave. On 
31 Dec 08 the old Palace Embassy was 
closed and turned over to the Iraqis the 
next day. Some of the ceremony was shown on CNN. Kind of miss going there to sit 
in quiet at 0530 to have some coffee before I caught the 0600 bus ride to the base. It's 

hard to find a place where you can sit in 
quiet; the noise and crowds of people are 
everywhere. The Palace pool area where 
everyone would hang out in the evening 
has the pool drained, umbrella tables 
removed, even the birds and their large 
bird cage are gone. So are the wild birds 
that I used to feed a couple of times a 
week. When you went to the pool area, you 
always smelled the fresh popcorn they just 
popped. Not anymore. Everything is 

constantly changing. The PX is closing in a 
day along with the Pizza Inn, Burger King 
and the Subway that was there. None of 

these fast food joints tasted the same as it does at home though. Last night I helped my 
roommate with his gear to the 
staging area. We had been 
roommates since I got here and 
now it was his turn to head 
home. He's one of the good guys 
and we got along well. Now I'll 
get another roommate and that 
will be the roll of the dice. I only 
have 34 days before I start 
heading home myself and it's my 
turn to have my gear staged. 
Next month will be my last NBA 
newsletter submission from Iraq. 

It truly is bitter sweet.  
 Mike Slater 

  

  3 Mike and the Iraqi men 

  2 Mike  in fromt of IMCO with a new AK-47 
that will be destroyed 

  1 Mikes Kodak moment. A Pepsi and french frie 
sandwhich 



Secretary’s Corner: 
 The Nebraska Beekeepers met Jan. 11 at Parkers Rib Ranch at 1 o’clock for lunch & a business meeting. 
We had a nice turnout of 27 members. Old business: a financial report was made. New business: March 6 & 7 
the Missouri Beekeepers Assoc. & the Kansas Honey Producers joint meeting at the Marriott hotel in Overland 
Park, KS we will pass along more information as it becomes available. The UNL Science Club is giving more 
consideration to taking part in the state fair when it moves to Grand Island. The honey & ice cream booth has 
been a positive experience for them & helps fund their programs. The Nebraska beekeeper board voted to give 
$1000 to Tim Anderson who for 3 years now has kept the ice cream & honey Booth going being there daily 
taking care of the problems that came up, etc. Thank you, Tim.  
 A year ago our scholarship program was started to help youth get involved in beekeeping. A motion was 
made & seconded to help fund 6 youth who applied. Mann Lake is donating supplies & Keith’s wood working 
students are to make hives to help defray the costs. Marion Ellis is supplying bees.  
 The club decided we need to bring attention to our politicians to adopt a standard of identity for honey. 
It was discussed & something we need to pursue.  
 The beekeeper of the year award went to Keith Nielson. He has done a terrific job as newsletter editor & 
promoting 4-H & FFA youth to beekeeping & getting Central & Western Nebraska beekeepers involved.  A 
suggestion was made that we get someone from the department of roads to come & speak on issues of planting, 
mowing & spraying roadsides.  
 Election of officers for 2009; President: Mike Slater, Vice-President: Cheryl Osterloh, Secretary: Joann 
Vasko, Treasurer: Warren Nelson, Newsletter Editor: Keith Nielson, Program Director: Mike Bush  
 For our program Ashley Drott gave a very nice slide presentation on her first year of beekeeping. She 
has inspired other youth to follow. This is the goal of the Nebraska Beekeepers to promote youth into 
beekeeping. Thank you, Ashley, job well done.  
Joann Vasko Secretary 
 
RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 
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���� to continue your membership to January 2010, or $23 to 2011. 
Membership up for renewal in March:��������� 
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�������#���	�� Please pay $10.00 to continue your membership to January 2010, or $22 to 
2011. The association is trying to get all memberships due on in January of the current year. Also we are trying 
to be Eco-friendly by delivering the newsletter via e-mail to reduce paper cost. Members who receive their 
newsletter via e-mail receive it at least 2 days earlier than those by United States Postal Service��

Classified Advertisements 
For Sale:  
Dadant stainless steel settling tank with baffle 31 inches diameter and 28 inches high, Maxant electric Chain 
Uncapper model 1700, Walter T. Kelley wax melter with stand and bucket. Dadant Mini Melter with stand, 
steel food grade 55 gallon barrels for honey storage. Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or email 
wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 
Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE.  He recently passed away and his family 
has donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of 
Entomology.  The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going 
to the Department of Entomology.  The equipment list is as follows: 

Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with electric stir system 
2" Metal Honey Gate 
Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor 
2-55 gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup) 
Should you have an interest in any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail 
wnelson193@neb.rr.com.  Warren has agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the 
Department of Entomology. 
 For Sale:  



Five frame nuc’s or 3 lb bee packages first come first serve basis expected delivery date May 15th. Also 
available bulk honey. Used eight frame bee equipment for more information contact Pat Chandler 308-880-
1733 or e-mail Chandlers Sandhill Honey chandlerscloverhoney@yahoo.com 

Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525 

I got your name and email from Tracy Behnken. My father had a hobby of beekeeping and we are cleaning out 
things since both of my folks are gone now. No one in the family is interested so I was wondering if there is a 
place to market (not wanting lots of money but a few would be nice and just want it to go to good use instead of 
just burning it). I tried to google search and came up with a couple of name in Kearney and Lakeside which are 
not real close to me but could possibly make some arrangements. Sorry I do not have a count on the large and 
small supers, but he had the pith helmet and screen in head gear and the gadget to smoke the bees and probably 
more. If there is a place to go with it we will start getting it out since winter is when they can repair and restore 
their stuff. Thanks for you time in this matter and I look forward to hearing from you. 
Ms.Gail M Nason, J+ Ranch Co., 100 Rothwell Rd, Tryon, NE 69167-6317. E-mail godsrancher@wildblue.net 
phone���������������	  
 

Wanted Colonies of Bees 
Would like to buy complete colonies of bees, Mike Toukan, Phone 308-379-5170 
Wanted Bees 
See the January 2009 issue of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association Beeline or got to 
http://www.nebraskabeekeepers.org/content/NBA109.pdf.  

Upcoming Events: 
February 1, 2009:  2:00PM Youth Beginners Beekeeping Equipment Workshop, at High Plains Community 
School Ag Shop in Polk, NE., presenter Keith Nielson 
February 7, 2009: 10:00 AM presentation by Dr. Marion Ellis, Gretna Library, Gretna NE 
February 21, 2009: 9:00AM-5PM, Beginning Beekeeping Workshop, Lancaster Extension Education Center, 
444 Cherrycreek Road, Lincoln, NE. Phone (402)441-7180 for more information. 
March 6 & 7, 2009: Missouri State Beekeepers Association and the Kansas Honey Producers joint meeting at 
the Marriott Hotel, Overland Park, KS. Guest speakers will be Dr. Clarence Collison from the Mississippi State 
University he is the head of the Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology, Dr. Rudolf Jander (Dr. Karl 
Von Frisch’s last Doctoral Student) now at the University of KS professor in Animal Behavior., Dr. Orley 
(Chip) Taylor University of Kansas professor of Insect Ecology, Dr. Deborah Smith- Associate Professor in 
entomology Department of Ecology and Evolutional Biology University of KS (and one of the foremost 
authorities of bees of the world), Danny Najera -doctoral student University of Kansas- Department of Ecology 
and Evolutional Biology and Dr. Ron Fessenden co-author of the new book the Honey Revolution.  There will 
also be a representative from the National Honey Board. 
 The meeting will be held at the Marriott Hotel at I-435 & Metcalf.  To make your reservation call 913-
451-8000 and mention the code words American Beekeepers to get the rate of $85.00 + tax.  You must reserve 
your room by February 12thFor more information call Joli Winer at 913-856-8356 or visit the website of 
nekba.org. or the website of the Missouri State Beekeepers.   Program and registration forms are available by 
mail or at the website.  
April 11, 2009: Youth and Other Beginners Beekeeping Workshop, Part 2, ARDC at Mead, Nebraska, practical 
exercises in beekeeping, presented by Dr. Marion Ellis UNL Entomology.  
July 9-11,2009: Heartland Apiculture Society, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. 
August 3-7, 2009: Eastern Apiculture Society- The Brethren Beekeeping, Without Chemicals, Holiday Valley, 
Ellicottville, New York 
August 17-20, 2009: Western Apiculture Society-Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road, 
Healdsburg, California, USA 95448 
  



Polk Man Named 2008 Nebraska Beekeeper of the Year 

 Keith Nielson of Polk, Nebraska was named Nebraska Beekeeper of the Year for 2008 at the annual 
meeting of the Nebraska Beekeepers Association on January 11th.  Mr. Nielson was cited with the award for his 

contributions to the organization. His devotion to the organization  included; editor of 
the association newsletter, improving the organizations web site, recruiting new 
members to the association, conducting informational programs to youth, organizing 
the youth beginner beekeeping scholarship program, and a mentor to a scholarship 
winner. 
 Keith currently owns 12 and manages 3 colonies of bees.  The colonies of bees 
that he manages are located in Merrick and Polk counties. He became a beekeeper after 
he attended a workshop for Agricultural Education instructors, taught by Dr. Marion 
Ellis from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Bee Specialist and Paul 
Timm, fellow Ag Teacher.  
 The Nebraska Beekeepers mission is to educate its members on best 
management practices of beekeeping and promote products of the honeybee and the 
hive. Keith was featured on the front page of the Grand Island Independent published 

on January 23 and you can view their article at 
http://www.theindependent.com/articles/2009/01/25/news/local/doc4979411d6b808118186849.txt .   

For the Good of the Association 
This is Pat I am out here in California doing the almond pollination thing. On the way out here I stopped in 
Reno Nevada for 5 days to go to the American Beekeeping Federation meeting. I learned more than my brain 
could take in! Anyway I came up with an Idea?  I think "For the good of the association" it would be in our best 
interest to have an all expense paid trip to one of the big bee meetings for the sitting president or vice president 
of the association or both? One to each meeting. There is a lot going on in the bee industry and the information 
they could bring back to the club would benefit us all! It is also a way we could thank them for the job they do. 
Thanks Pat Chandler 
 
Keith - hey, you like educating about bees . . . now is my turn. ;-) I was just getting ready to go out and do 
chores - your timing was good to keep my in the house for a bit longer. It is darn cold this morning. Net-
metering. It is best explained by analogy. Say, I'm a farmer. I have some buildings that I can put solar panels on 
and my goal is to generate some electricity to offset my usage. That means I want to tie my solar panels into my 
panel for my house, barn, shop, etc. And that also means, by proxy, that I will be tied to the "grid" - i.e. my 
electricity provider. 
 Currently in Nebraska, the utility dictates how I tie my panels to my home system because my home 
system is attached to their grid. In my service area, Butler Co. Public Power, they require that I buy and install a 
second meter, and that I meter *all* electricity I generate back out to their grid. Then, they continue to bill me at 
retail, $0.08/KW, yet they set the rate for what I produce - and that currently is $0.01/KW.  So, I'm trying to do 
the right thing by putting in the solar panels, but my local utility is not giving me any opportunity to recoup on 
my investment to lessen my energy footprint.  And it doesn't have to be solar. It could be wind, micro-turbine 
powered by feedlot methane, micro-hydro on a small creek, etc. Net metering is the practice by which my utility 
has a single meter, and whatever electricity I produce simply slows the meter down, or even makes it run 
backwards.  It does, in practice, require safety cut-off switches for linemen working on the grid, etc. - but it 
doesn't allow the utility to screw me on my investment. Several years ago, the Department of Energy expanded 
rules that said all states need to have net metering legislation by 2010, but Nebraska remains one of five states 
to have no net metering laws.  This is largely due to the hugely powerful lobby of the Rural Electric Association 
(REA) and its members - all the public utilities in Nebraska.  
 Annette has been fighting these special interests, from my understanding, but until term limits removed 
some of the "good old' boys" that were in REA's back pocket, she didn't have a chance. This year we have a lot 
of new faces in the Unicameral, and have a fighting chance to get a net metering bill, LB436, a fighting chance. 
 LB436 will be going to the Natural Resources Committee - of which Annette is the Vice Chair. I believe 
her to already be for this legislation by her stance in the past, but my purpose in contacting you and everyone 



else in a district that has a Natural Resources Committee member is organize calling and contacting of those 
members to get this bill at least through the committee. It may also be that she would really like support from 
you and others in her district - and this could be exchanged for her support on a honey labeling bill introduced 
in a future session. Regardless, my goal is to get LB436 passed. Let me know what additional questions this 
creates . . . Stonie Cooper 
 
Recipes From National Honey Board 

Easy Honey Muffins-  
Makes 12 muffins - 

Ingredients 
·  1/2 cup milk  
·  1/4 cup honey  
·  1 egg, beaten  
·  2-1/2 cups buttermilk baking mix  

Directions 
Combine milk, honey and egg; mix well. Add baking mix and stir only until moistened. Portion into greased muffin 
tins. Bake at 400°F for 18 to 20 minutes or until wooden pick inserted near center comes out clean.  
 
Variation: Cinnamon Apple Muffins: Add 2 cups pared, chopped apples and 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon to basic 
recipe. Bake about 5 minutes longer than basic recipe. 

 Note: Honey should not be fed to infants under one year of age. Honey is a safe and wholesome food for children 
and adults. 

© National Honey Board  
11409 Business Park Circle Ste 210, Firestone, CO 80504  
Phone: (303) 776-2337 Fax: (303) 776-1177  

Treasurers Reports 

Nebraska Beekeepers January 2009 
Beginning 
Balance  $15,588.04 

interest  $      2.21  
Dues D Dykman        12.00  
Dues W Gustafson        12.00  
Dues J Sack        12.00  

SECC - seminar 
Total Income $38.21  

Expenses 3704 Awards Unl'td-  award $37.40 

 
3705 M Bush - annual meeting 40.30 

 
3706 Mann Lake Ltd. - Jr Beekeep 903.43 
Total Expenses $981.13  

Ending Balance  $14,645.12 
  



Letters to Editor  
 Stonie Cooper requested from the editor the location and number of beekeepers within our organization. 
He then compiled a map that represented his 
 Well, so much for that (see figure 1
Lincoln is even more of a hot zone than Omaha.
have been a huge hot zone. During the state meeting, I was struck by the absence of non
Omaha representation.  I am new to the NBA, and had hoped some of the folks that live around me were NBA 
members - but from the information you provided, are evidently not. 
 The NBA has no members at all where I grew up in SW Nebraska, yet I know of several beekeepers in 
the area and some are readily visible by the hives along the interstate by Sutherland and He
questions arise. First, is the lack of representation in the NBA by non
state due to historic 
issues - i.e. were 
there politics in the 
past that caused 
some of the greater 
Nebraska beekeepers 
to leave the 
organization? Or, has 
this group always 
been 
Lincoln/Omaha-
centric? You could 
argue that the 
membership follows 
the population 
centers – but then 
where is North 
Platte, Grand Island, 
and Chadron? 
 My 
experience with the 
State Fair NBA booth has been that it was informational for Nebraskans, but not utilized very much to recruit 
new members. Am I wrong? Personally, I was recruited by you at the Master Beekeeper Workshop that Marion 
had put on through UNL. I think Ryon was the same.
 The move of the State Fair to Grand Island may be a great opportunity to revisit the purpose of the NBA 
booth, and strengthen its recruiting for new members.
 Of course, all of this is based on the assumption that current members want the organization to grow.
may be that the current membership is comfortable with the membership where it is. I, personally, would like to 
see NBA blossom into a going concern that gains political clout within Nebraska. There are several legislative 
issues that directly affect beekeepers: legal description of beekeeping, products; origin of product labeling; 
aerial spraying regulation; pesticide management; etc.
going to represent hobbyist only, commercial only, or both.
Stonie Cooper 
  

Figure 1.  Each dot on the map represented a beekeepr in the Nebraska Beek
the more members in that area.

Stonie Cooper requested from the editor the location and number of beekeepers within our organization. 
He then compiled a map that represented his findings; he sent it to me with the following response.

figure 1).  The plot is weighted by count per zip code.
Lincoln is even more of a hot zone than Omaha.  I would have thought Nebraska City, with the orchards, would 
have been a huge hot zone. During the state meeting, I was struck by the absence of non

I am new to the NBA, and had hoped some of the folks that live around me were NBA 
but from the information you provided, are evidently not.  

The NBA has no members at all where I grew up in SW Nebraska, yet I know of several beekeepers in 
the area and some are readily visible by the hives along the interstate by Sutherland and He
questions arise. First, is the lack of representation in the NBA by non-Lincoln and non-Omaha beekeepers in the 

that it was informational for Nebraskans, but not utilized very much to recruit 
new members. Am I wrong? Personally, I was recruited by you at the Master Beekeeper Workshop that Marion 
had put on through UNL. I think Ryon was the same. 

ate Fair to Grand Island may be a great opportunity to revisit the purpose of the NBA 
booth, and strengthen its recruiting for new members. 

Of course, all of this is based on the assumption that current members want the organization to grow.
at the current membership is comfortable with the membership where it is. I, personally, would like to 

see NBA blossom into a going concern that gains political clout within Nebraska. There are several legislative 
gal description of beekeeping, products; origin of product labeling; 

aerial spraying regulation; pesticide management; etc.  But that is just me. I guess it comes down to if NBA is 
going to represent hobbyist only, commercial only, or both. 

Each dot on the map represented a beekeepr in the Nebraska Beekeepers
the more members in that area. 

Stonie Cooper requested from the editor the location and number of beekeepers within our organization. 
he sent it to me with the following response. 

weighted by count per zip code.  From the plot, 
I would have thought Nebraska City, with the orchards, would 

have been a huge hot zone. During the state meeting, I was struck by the absence of non-Lincoln and non-
I am new to the NBA, and had hoped some of the folks that live around me were NBA 

The NBA has no members at all where I grew up in SW Nebraska, yet I know of several beekeepers in 
the area and some are readily visible by the hives along the interstate by Sutherland and Hersey. A couple of 

Omaha beekeepers in the 

that it was informational for Nebraskans, but not utilized very much to recruit 
new members. Am I wrong? Personally, I was recruited by you at the Master Beekeeper Workshop that Marion 

ate Fair to Grand Island may be a great opportunity to revisit the purpose of the NBA 

Of course, all of this is based on the assumption that current members want the organization to grow.  It 
at the current membership is comfortable with the membership where it is. I, personally, would like to 

see NBA blossom into a going concern that gains political clout within Nebraska. There are several legislative 
gal description of beekeeping, products; origin of product labeling; 

But that is just me. I guess it comes down to if NBA is 

eepers Assn. The darker the area 
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NAME_______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________STATE_________ZIP+4_________________ 

PHONE________________________E-MAIL ____________________________ 

Pre-registration Fees: Must be received by February 23rd, 2009 
Member -- 2-day, per person  $25.00 X________=__________ 
Member Family -- 2-day (i.e. husband & wife, father & son etc.)  $35.00 
X________=__________ 
Non-member -- 2-day, per person   $35.00 X________=__________ 

Registrations made after February 23rd: 
Member -- 2-day, per person  $35.00 X________ =___________ 
Member Family – 2-day (i.e. husband & wife, father & son etc.)  $45.00 
X________=__________ 
Non-member -- 2-day, per person   $45.00 X________=____________ 
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Adult - $27.00/person  ($27.00 x _____) =       _______ 
Child - $12.00/person ages 4 and older  ($12.00 x _____) =       _______ 
This is Lent if you prefer fish tell us how many _________ 
Friday, Deli Plate Lunch  
Adult - $20.00/person  ($20.00 x _____) =       _______ 
Child - $10.00/person ages 4 and older  ($10.00 x _____) =       _______ 
This is Lent if you prefer fish tell us how many _________       
Saturday, Deli Plate Lunch 
Adult - $20.00/person  ($20.00 x _____) =       _______ 
Child - $10.00/person ages 4 and older  ($10.00 x _____) =       _______ 
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Youth Membership ‘09 KHP (18 years of age or under)     �  Renewal    �   New $7.50________ 
 
Membership 2009 Missouri State Beekeepers Assn. Individual: �   Renewal   �   New $15.00_______ 
Membership 2009 Missouri State Beekeepers Assn. Family:      �   Renewal   �   New $20.00_______ 
Donation to Missouri Queen Fund    $ ___________ 
Donation to Kansas Honey Producers Youth Scholarship Fund   $ ___________ 

  Total       $___________  
Please make checks payable to:  Kansas’ Honey Producers Assn or   KHPA.   Send to Robert Burns,  

7601 w 54TH Terr. Overland Park, KS 66202  913-831-6096 email rburns@kc.rr.com (Registration will not 
be accepted by email.) If you pre-register and then cannot attend, your registration fee will be considered a 
donation and no refunds will be made.  If you pay for meals and we are able to sell them you will be refunded 
for those. 
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Our guest speakers 

 Dr. Clarence Collison is a professor of Entomology and head of the Department of Entomology and Plant 
pathology at Mississippi State University.  Prior to moving to Mississippi he was an extension entomologist at 
The Pennsylvania State University where he served as a beekeeping/pollination specialist.  He began writing his 
monthly column “Do You Know?” for Bee Culture magazine in 1984. 
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����������=���#���$���8�������!���������������#���� �����7������0��������������
 Dr. Fessenden is the Co-Chairman of the Committee for the Promotion of Honey and Health, Inc., an 
international organization committed to communicating the message of honey and health, encouraging research 
on honey, and establishing quality standards for honey worldwide.  

Dr. Rudolf Jander is the last Doctoral student of Karl Von Frisch.  His research focuses on 
experimental analysis of behavioral mechanisms and reconstruction of behavioral macro-evolution. The 
behavioral mechanisms studied include spatial orientation, visual perception, and learning. Specific topics for 
macro-evolutionary investigations include spatial orientation, grooming behavior, insect communication and 
pollen collecting in bees. This work emphasizes social insects, and includes a variety of arthropod and non-
arthropod taxa.    

Danny Najera is a current Ph.D. candidate in entomology, and holds a B.S. in biology from the 
University of Kansas. Research Interests: Honeybee cognition and comparative cognition  
  Dr. Deborah Smith received her PhD from Cornell University, and is currently at KU in the department 
of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.  She is one of the foremost authorities on bees of the world. 
  Nancy Gentry, president of Northeast Florida Honey Bee Association and PR director of Florida State 
Bee Keepers Association, 
 
  



Beginning Beekeeper Scholarship s Winners 

Winners of the 2009 beginning beekeeper scholarships are; 
Sydney VanDiest, Hesten Soule, Trevor DeVries, Mark 
Keck, Stephanie Steele and Maranda Kegley 
 Sydney, 16, is the daughter of Norman VanDiest of 
Dunning, NE and Sherri VanDiest of North Platte, NE.  
Sydney has already had some experience with bees last 
summer as she was employed by Chandlers Sandhill Honey. 
Her mentor for this next year will be Pat Chandler of 
Anselmo, NE. Other organizations that she is involved in 
include 4-H, Student Council, FFA, FBLA, Speech, One-
Act, Art Club, and SLC. 
 Hesten Soule, 12, is the son of Richard and Madalyn 
Soule of Kimball, NE.  Hesten also has had some 
experience with bees since his mother Madalyn has 
beehives and is a member of the association. Madalyn will 

be Hesten’s mentor for the next year. He is also involved with 4-H with pigs, horses and entomology as his 
projects. He belongs to the local church youth group and help with other community activities. 
 Trevor A. DeVries, 13, is the son of Terry and Lynn DeVries of Glenvil, NE. Trevor first became 
interested in beekeeping after attending a beginning beekeeper workshop in Kearney. Trevor is active in 4-H 
where he has had entomology, sheep, swine, and poultry projects. He is also involved with band, wrestling, 
track, math counts, student council and distinction honor roll.  Trevor intends to continue this as an FFA 
supervised agricultural experience project.  Trevor’s mentor is Dave Powell of Kennesaw, NE 
 Mark Keck, 15, is the son of Steve Keck of Plainview, 
NE. Marks interest in bees was sparked by knowing his great 
uncle kept bees. Mark is involved with speech, 4-H and 
member of the Methodist Church and its youth group. Marks 
mentor is yet to be assigned. 
 Stephanie Steele, 15, is the daughter of Robert and 
Catherine Steele of Osceola, NE. Stephanie’s interest in bees 
came with her involvement in the Osceola FFA Chapter and 
Ashley Drott’s experiences as a scholarship recipient. 
Stephanie is involved in FFA, drama, speech, quiz bowl, 
band, 3 llama associations, and 4-H. Her mentor for this year 
will be Steve Schmit and Keith Nielson. 
 Maranda Kegley, 12, is the daughter of Randy and 
Marcie Kegley of Kearney, NE. Maranda first became 
interested in bees after a beekeeper showed an observation hive, equipment and tools to her preschool class. 
Maranda is an honor roll student, involved with student council, band, 4-H, Jr. Nebraska Cattlemen, National 
and Nebraska Hereford Association, and a member of Havens Chapel. Maranda’s mentor is Keith Nielson. 
 Sponsoring part of the scholarship program is Mann Lake LTD, of Hackensack, MN and Dadant of 
Hamilton, IL. Also Gary Zorbek of the York County UNL Extension Office provided the location for the first 
workshop and videotaped Dr. Ellis’s presentation which will be mailed to our outstate scholarship winners.

  4 Scholarship winners l-r, Trevor DeVries, Stephanie Steele, 
Sydney VanDiest, and Maranda Kegly, not pictured Mark 
Keck and Hesten Soule 

  5 Dr. Marion Ellis presenting the Beginning Beekeepers 
Workshop at York, NE on Jan 17. 



 
Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___]  RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $12 [___] 2YR @ $24[____] 

DATE ________________________ 

NAME(S) _______________________________________   Birthday_______________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________    

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 
Make checks payable to the “Nebraska Beekeepers Association” 
Mail to: Keith Nielson, 865 Leonard Ave, Polk, NE 68654 
* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 
** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1 per month through December 31. ** 
*** Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.*** 
_________________________________Clip and Send __________________________________________ 



Editorial:    
     WOW, what an honor to be named the 2008 Nebraska Beekeeper of the Year. Thank you to all the members who 
recognized the efforts I have made to make our newsletter something our members would like to read. I guess I got a 
little vain and sent articles to four of our local papers, four which have published an article and two that came out and 
conducted an interview. The Grand Island Independent did a wonderful job in their article and pictures. The Aurora 
News Register printed their article on January 28th.  
    In this issue I have included the registration information for the Missouri Beekeepers/Kansas Honey Producers Assn 
joint meeting registration form. I have heard several members of our association will attend and I am currently planning 
on going as well. (Good way to spend one of my “Spring Break” weekends) Stonie Cooper had requested the locations 
of our members and he mapped those out and voices his concerns on several issues on our membership and net-
metering of electricity. Letters will be sent to people who showed interest in beekeeping to attend the workshop Dr. 
Ellis will be presenting in Lincoln on the February 21st. Mike has hopefully sent his last presidents message from Iraqi 
along with some photo’s, sorry I did not include them all but this will leave something for him to share when he is back 
in the state.  
    One of my classes has had the opportunity to prefab beehives for the scholarship winners. They have enjoyed 
working in the shop more than they do listening to me. They have learned not only woodworking skills, but math, 
geometry, and metallurgy as well. 
    I am looking forward to presenting the equipment workshop for beginning beekeepers on February 1st. This will be a 
new experience since we will POLYCOM to Sydney and it will be my first time using this technology.  Hall County 
UNL Extension has also asked that I present a Beekeeping Webinar in late February. I have also been requested to tape 
the beginning beekeeper workshops and make them available to several schools. We could offer a DVD of Dr. Ellis’s 
workshops for beginners upon request. 
    Unfortunately I will not be able to attend the meeting on February 7th due to conflicts with Hamilton County Beef 
weigh-in and an Elks obligation in Cozad in the afternoon. 
    I know that all have their equipment made or repaired for the honey season, well maybe not, I don’t have all of mine 
done yet. God Bless and see you down the road. 
 
Keith E. Nielson 
Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Association 

Nebraska Beekeepers Assoc-Beeline 
c/o Keith Nielson 
865 Leonard Ave 
Polk, NE 68654 

  

 


