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    Hey folks, itôs really good to be back in the states. Was able to make it out for the 

beekeeping class at Mead and see everybody once again, shake a few hands and 

interact with the bees. I realized it is not a instant jump thinking like a beekeeper 

again. I was trying to describe the term ñlaying workerò but couldnôt get those two 

words out. It doesnôt take long though. The first order of business was to locate my 

beekeeping equipment which was scattered throughout the garage amongst everything 

else. Once I had the smoker, hive tool, and the rest of the battle rattle in hand I once 

again felt like there was peace in the world. In all reality, after being gone for a year 

coming back was the easy part. The amount of work that I had to get caught up on 

around the house and yard is overwhelming. Iôve knocked a couple of big projects on 

the honey do-it list but have a long ways to go. Going back to work was at Offutt was 

easy too, getting back into the swing of things and a routine is the tough part. It isnôt 

so much starting your job all over; itôs trying to figure out what changed, what you 

forgot about, and relearning how you fit in.  Everything changed while I was gone. 

The bees, they didnôt change. They still sting the same.  

Mike Slater 

Secretaryôs Corner: 

The Nebraska beekeepers met March 29 at Deb & Mark Swirmicky house. Deb served 

a delicious lunch that was made from natural foods grown by the Swirmickyôs. It was 

a beautiful Sunday drive thru the loess hills to get to their house.  

 Pat Strecker gave a nice presentation on making beeswax candles. She 

brought items she had made followed by a group discussion on the different methods 

we use on melting down beeswax. Thank you pat. The centerpiece on the table was a 

beehive cake made by Deb from natural products. She served it for dessert and it was 

as good as it looked. We did not have a business meeting so no new or old business.  

 Next meeting is April 11 at ARDC at Mead, NE. It will be a potluck and Dr. 

Marion Ellis will do a presentation on practical exercises In beekeeping. Hope to see 

you there.  

   The Nebraska Beekeepers met April 11 at the Apiculture Lab in Mead, NE. with the 

new 2009 participants of the Beginning Beekepers classes. Also 5 of the 6 scholarship 

winners from our club were there. 

   When we arrived Dr. Ellis was demonstrating th the new beekeepers how to light 

their smokers. It was a contest to see whose smoker would burn the longest. One of 

Dr. Ellis UNL sutdents Jeremy Wagnitz with the help of Stephine Steele (scholarship 

winner) demonstrated how to add a new package to a hive. The queen is held out 

while the bees are shaken into the empty hive. Then carefully add the frames as not to 

squash the bees. Then add the queen. Feed new bees a 1:1 sugar water syrup until they 

will no longer take it. When the bees start to take in nectar and pollen they will quit 

using the sugar water. Check the hive in one week to see if the queen is laying eggs. 

Dr. Ellis then open a few hives overwintered hives and identified the queen, and 

passed around frames with eggs, larvae capped brood, drones and honey contain in 

them. The large group then broke into smaller groups and hives were opened and 

frames were taken out and passed around for the students to identify what was in the 

frame. A potluck dinner was then enjoyed by all. It was nice enough that we could eat 

outside. Lots of bee talk took place while we ate. Inside the building  everyone had a 

look at honey and wax processing equipment and how ith operates. A lesson was 

given on queen banks and how to put together package bees. It was a very informative 

day. Joann Vasko, Secretary  
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6 Pat Strecker Talking about using a double boiler to melt wax 

safely during the March 29th meeting. 
5 Deb Swirmicky's wonderful dessert made in the form of a 

skep of bees which was served at the March 29th meeting. 

4 Smoker competition line at the Mead workshop 3 Jeremy Wagnitz and Oseola FFA member and scholarship 

winner installing a package of honeybees during the workshop 

at Mead on April 11th  

2 Dr. Ellis explaining that pussy willows are an excellent source 

of pollen early in the year for bees. 

1 Dr. Ellis and his doctorate student shaking bees into a 

package at the April 11th workshop at the ARDC  at Mead 



Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Dadant stainless steel settling tank with baffle 31 inches diameter and 28 inches high, Maxant electric Chain 

Uncapper model 1700, Walter T. Kelley wax melter with stand and bucket. Dadant Mini Melter with stand, 

steel food grade 55 gallon barrels for honey storage. Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or email 

wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE.  He recently passed away and his family 

has donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of 

Entomology.  The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going 

to the Department of Entomology. The equipment list is as follows: 

Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with electric stir system 

2" Metal Honey Gate 

Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor 

2-55 gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup) 

Should you have an interest in any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail 

wnelson193@neb.rr.com.  Warren has agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the 

Department of Entomology. 

 For Sale:  
Five frame nucôs or 3 lb bee packages first come first serve basis expected delivery date May 15

th
. Also 

available bulk honey for more information contact Pat Chandler 308-880-1733 or e-mail Chandlers Sandhill 

Honey chandlerscloverhoney@yahoo.com 

Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525 

*New*  Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Contact Keith Nielson, 

phone 402-765-2391 or email klnielson@windstream.net.  

Wanted Equipment 

Used eight frame bee equipment, contact Pat Chandler 308-880-1733 or e-mail Chandlers Sandhill Honey 

chandlerscloverhoney@yahoo.com 

Wanted Bees 

We live right next to Lake Cunningham in North Omaha. We live on 10 acres of ground. I have approximately 

3 acres of rear property backing up to the lake that can be replanted into clover or whatever a person would like 

to flavor the honey. I'm willing to lease the ground for a nominal fee for someone to house their bee hives. I can 

do some minor maintenance on them but they would be responsible for the major upkeep and harvesting. Very 

flexible and willing to work out a deal that will be beneficial to both parties. Any additional information I can 

provide, I will be happy to supply. Again thanks for all your help. Michelle McCaulley, 8707 N 96th St, Omaha 

NE 68812, h) 402-572-7972, c) 703-405-5769 

Upcoming Events: 
May 3, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Bill and Judy Lillie  1:30 pm at Bill Lillie's beeyard south of Beatrice at 

2722 East Walnut Road, Wymore, Nebraska. We plan to look at the Kenya hives and horizontal hives. If the 

bees co-operate, Mike Bush and Bill hope to demonstrate an actual cut-out of a colony in a wall of a building 

using a bee vac and hinged frames. It should be interesting!  Please bring your full protective gear to watch the 

cut-out 

Also, at the March meeting we had discussed solar wax melters, and Charlie Simonds plans to bring one in May 

so we can see what it looks like. 

Directions to the farm at 2722 East Walnut Rd, Wymore, Nebraska: 

Take Hwy 77 South out of Lincoln. (If you're entering Lincoln on Interstate 80, take Exit 397 for Highway 77 

South also called Homestead Expressway.) Go on Hwy 77 south from Lincoln about 35 miles to Beatrice. 

Continue south out of Beatrice on Hwy 77 about 9 miles to the intersection of Hwy 112. Continue STRAIGHT 
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South on Hwy 112 for 6 miles to the stop sign at Hwy 8. Turn East (left) on Hwy 8 and go three miles to South 

23rd Road. Turn south (right) on South 23rd Road and go one mile to the corner of 23rd and Walnut. Turn left 

(east) and go 1/4 mile 

If you are traveling in from the East, just go to the intersection of Hwy 77 and Hwy 8 (there's a flashing light) 

and go West 2 miles to 23rd Road and then south (left) one mile and then east (left) 1/4 mile 

If you need help or have questions, we can be reached THAT DAY at PH (402)239-2990. Otherwise our home 

phone is 402-228-3851 

May 17, 2009  North Central Nebraska meeting at Ellen Boshart at OôNeil, presentation will be installation of 

screened bottom boards, swarm prevention, presenter Keith Nielson. 

June 12-13, 2009: Nebraska Value-Added Products Workshop:  The University of Nebraska will offer a Value-

Added Products Workshop.  The first day will cover techniques for managing bees for comb honey production 

and techniques for producing creamed honey.  Day 2 will be devoted to mead making.  Presenters will include 

Ken Schramm, Marion Ellis, Joli Winer and Cecil Sweeney.  Registration is $25 per day or $45 for both days 

and includes lunch and a workbook.  Program details and registration information can be requested from 

jcunningham@unl.edu or by calling Jeri Cunningham at 402-472-2123. 

July 9-11,2009: Heartland Apiculture Society, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. 

July 15, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Jack Eagers, near Ashland. Topic TBA 

July31 - August 2, 2009  Northeast Treatment Free Beekeeping Conference, The Doyle Conservation Center, 

Leominster, Massachusetts 

August 3-7, 2009: Eastern Apiculture Society- The Brethren Beekeeping, Without Chemicals, Holiday Valley, 

Ellicottville, New York 

August 12, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Mike Terneus near Bellevue, NE. Topic TBA. 

August 17-20, 2009: Western Apiculture Society-Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road, 

Healdsburg, California, USA 95448 

January 12-16,2010: North American Beekeeping Conference, Wyndham Orlando Resort, Orlando FL. Hosted 

by ABF 

For the good of the association 
Please welcome the following new members to the association, Cara Morgan, Hamburg, IA; Richard and Nancy 

Fish, Superior; Dr. Joseph and Mary Swoboda, Lincoln; 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Membership is up for renewal in May:  

Membership up for renewal in May: Kent Rasmussen, Richard Cornelius, Brad Hansen, Jim Holterman, Ryan & 
Kim Tramp, Marva Wasser, Shari Pratt, Kevin Meysenburg, & Richard Fish 
Membership Past Due in March: , Mike Brahms, Tom & Linda Schwarz, John Cidlik, , Ralph Tate. This 

mailing will be last issue of the Beeline if dues are not paid. 

Membership Past Due in April:  Jan Bergt, Austin Gabriel, Jim Keen, Mike & Deb Kennedy, Nealy Branting, 

Granada Dooley, and Emil Pierson 

The association is trying to get all memberships due on in January of the current year. Also we are trying to be 

Eco-friendly by delivering the newsletter via e-mail to reduce paper cost. Members who receive their newsletter 

via e-mail receive it at least 2 days earlier than those by United States Postal Service. 

  

mailto:jcunningham@unl.edu


 

Treasurers Reports 

$12,349.39  

 

Beginning Balance  

   

  

Beginning Beekeepers Workbooks  

 

 $10.00  Poverty Ridge Apiary  

 

 $15.00  Rowse  

 

 $15.00  SC & D Trucking  

 

 $15.00  Boshart  

  

Dues  

 

 $12.00  Kounavis  

 

 $21.00  Kobza  

 

 $12.00  Bish  

 

 $12.00  Beardslee  

 

 $12.00  Hahne  

 

 $24.00  Krikac  

 

 $12.00  VonSeggern for Joshua  

 

 $12.00  Osterloh  

 

 $ 1.07  Interest  

 $173.07  

 

Total Income  

  

Expenses  

 

 $72.69  Keith Nielsen -  newsletter expense  

 

 $54.80  UNL Extension -  books  

 

 $ 6.88  WalMart -  pop  

 

 $ 9.91  WalMart -  cups  

 

 $19.10  ABJ 

 $183.38  

 

Total Expenses  

    $12,339.08  

   

Letters to Editor  

Keith, 

Thought you might be interested in hearing from Abby, age 9.  She joined the association last year.  She has 

been working with our local county 4-H council to get some exhibits included at the Butler County Fair this 

year.  She did short presentations for the 4-H Council 

and for the Butler Co. Ag Society.   Everyone has 

been very supportive of her and has been very 

interested in Beekeeping.   I think they will have at 

least a couple of classes, which can then also be 

exhibited at the State Fair in open class as well.  We 

will keep you posted on what they decide and how 

much interest we have in the beekeeping project. 

 She also was asked to give a presentation to 

her 4-H club on March 1.  Abbyôs talk was titled ñA 

Beekeeperôs Show and Tellò.  She talked about the 

clothing a beekeeper wears, the equipment needed and 

the parts of the beehive.  She had fellow Plum Creek 

4-H member Kaitlyn Coufal model the clothing.  After 

the meeting she and her grandfather, Norm Andrews continued answering questions from the 31 members and 

7 Abby Lyons presenting to her 4-H group 


