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Swarm Season

So you have a swarm of bees in your tree, who do you call? A local beekeeper.
Who is your local beekeeper and do they collect swarms? What do they charge
to remove a swarm? Who do | ask to get these questions answered? In
Nebraska call your County Extension office, County Sheriff, or local police
departments.. Unfortunately the Nebraska Beekeepers Association does not
have a list of swarm catchers but we can direct you to a member that may or
may not collect swarms.
If you are a beekeeper and want to increase the number of your hives from
swarms make contact with the County Extension office and your local law
enforcement agencies to be put on their swarm catchers list. Also please send
your name, phone number, and counties that you are willing to pick up or
collect swarms in to Keith Nielson. You can phone me at 402-765-2391 and
leave the information on the calling machine or send me an e-mail at
KInielson@windstream.net.

Nebraska State Fair Honey Bids
The Nebraska Beekeepers Association is accepting bids for honey and honey
treats for the140th Nebraska State Fair. Honey for sale at the state fair needs to
be processed a state approved kitchen. For more information on the bid process
contact Mike Slater, Nebraska Beekeepers Association President. Bids need to
be submitted by July 1% to Mike Slater, 118 Robinhood Ave., Plattsmouth, NE
68048.

North Central Nebraska Beekeepers
The North Central Nebraska Beekeepers met on May 17, at Roy Bosharts
beeyard north of O’Neill. Keith Nielson presented a program on hive
management which included spacing of frames in brood boxes, identifying
eggs, larvae, capped brood and queens. Screened bottom boards for mite
control were place on several of Roy’s hives. Questions about beekeeping were
answered throughout the program. Ellen Boshart provided a refreshments for
the meeting. Thank You Barb Otto for organizing the meeting.

Value Added Workshop

If you have not registered for the value added workshop on June 12" & 13"
there is still time to “Get-R-Done”. Dr. Ellis has informed me that they will
continue to take registrations up to June 5. There are plenty of openings on
the 12" at this time. See the attached flyer for details on the workshop.
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Secr et ar yTheNelfaska Beakeepers met may 3 at
Bill & Judy Lillies farm near Wymore at 1:30 with about 20
people present. Bill opened his Kenya hives & the horizonal
hives & we had a question & answer session. He uses no
foundation in his hives as the bees make their own. The Lillies
had bees in their farmhouse there So Bill with the help of other
beekeepers cut a hole in a beddroom wall to remove the bees.
Alot of honeycomb along with many bees were removed from
that wall. Bill had made up special frames to put the comb into.
He cut a regular frame in half & hinged One side that closrd

together with wires on each side of the frame. The comb was [1 The inside of one of Bills Kenya hive, that uses no

then held together in the split frame & latched at the top. These ~ [foundation
frames were then put ina hlve The hive was then placed near the spot on the outside of the house To draw
T incoming bees. After a short break we had a business
meeting. Old business: our scholarship winners have all
started their hives according to Keith Nielson. New
business: Cheryl Osterloh brought two honey pots as she
knows someone who will make them. A motion was
made & seconded to order these pots as prizes at our
state fair. Their cost is $25.00 each. Several groups
wanted some one from our club to come & talk about
bees. Calls will be made to members to ask if they would
be interested. Rudy Vasko reminded us that after this
years
state

2 Bill Lillie and Dave Hamilton removing comb from the walls of fair we
Judy's farmhouse. have to

decide what equipment we take to Grand Island & what stays.
Charlie Simonds brought a solar wax melter for all to see. Its a
metal container with a slanted top on which glass is placed On
top & in the hot sun will do a good job. Inside is also a light
that can be plugged in during the winter to melt wax. Thank
You Charlie. The next meeting will be July 15" at Jack Eagers

House. Hope to see you there. 1Split frames with wires to put the comb removed from
Joann Vasko, Secretary the walls.

Classified Advertisements

For Sale:

Dadant stainless steel settling tank with baffle 31 inches diameter and 28 inches high, Maxant electric Chain
Uncapper model 1700, Walter T. Kelley wax melter with stand and bucket, Dadant Mini Melter with stand.
Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or email wnelson193@neb.rr.com.

Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE. He passed away and his family has
donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of Entomology.
The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going to the
Department of Entomology. The equipment list is as follows:Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with
electric stir system, 2" Metal Honey Gate,Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor,2-55
gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup). Should you have an interest in
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any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail wnelson193@neb.rr.com. Warren has
agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the Department of Entomology.

For Sale:
Available bulk honey for more information contact Pat Chandler 308-880-1733 or e-mail Chandlers Sandhill
Honey chandlerscloverhoney@yahoo.com

Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525

*New* Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening
below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Contact Keith Nielson,
phone 402-765-2391 or email kinielson@windstream.net.

Wanted Bees

We live right next to Lake Cunningham in North Omaha. We live on 10 acres of ground. | have approximately
3 acres of rear property backing up to the lake that can be replanted into clover or whatever a person would like
to flavor the honey. I'm willing to lease the ground for a nominal fee for someone to house their bee hives. | can
do some minor maintenance on them but they would be responsible for the major upkeep and harvesting. Very
flexible and willing to work out a deal that will be beneficial to both parties. Any additional information I can
provide, 1 will be happy to supply. Again thanks for all your help. Michelle McCaulley, 8707 N 96th St, Omaha
NE 68812, h) 402-572-7972, ¢) 703-405-5769

Upcoming Events:
June 6, 2009: Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association Fun Day, Lawrence, KS (see Flyer)
June 12-13, 2009: Nebraska Value-Added Products Workshop: The University of Nebraska will offer a Value-
Added Products Workshop. The first day will cover techniques for managing bees for comb honey production
and techniques for producing creamed honey. Day 2 will be devoted to mead making. Presenters will include
Ken Schramm, Marion Ellis, Joli Winer and Cecil Sweeney. Registration is $25 per day or $45 for both days
and includes lunch and a workbook. Program details and registration information can be requested from
jcunningham@unl.edu or by calling Jeri Cunningham at 402-472-2123.
July 9-11,2009: Heartland Apiculture Society, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. Registration is due by June 20™
the following web link will take you to the HAS web site that has information on the conference.
http://www.heartlandbees.com/2009%20files/HAS%202009%20Registration%20Guidelines.pdf
July 15, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Jack Eagers,347 County RD A, Ashland, NE. Topic varora mite detection
and intergrated pest management. Potluck Supper
July31-August 2, 2009 Northeast Treatment Free Beekeeping Conference, The Doyle Conservation Center,
Leominster, Massachusetts
August 3-7, 2009: Eastern Apiculture Society- The Brethren Beekeeping, Without Chemicals, Holiday Valley,
Ellicottville, New York.Information on the conference can be found at the following web link:
http://www.easternapiculture.org/programs/2009
August 12, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Mike Terneus near Bellevue, NE. Topic TBA.
August 17-20, 2009: Western Apiculture Society-Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road,
Healdsburg, California, USA 95448 Information for WAS conference can be found at the following web link:
http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/Conference_Information/
August 27, 2009: Bee Culture entries due into Nebraska State Fair.
August 28-September 7: 140" Nebraska State Fair.
September 13, 2009: So You want to be a Beekeeper, Michael Bush, Greenwood, NE.
September 13, 2009: So You want to be a Beekeeper,Keith Nielson, Chapman or Archer, NE beeyard
January 12-16,2010: North American Beekeeping Conference, Wyndham Orlando Resort, Orlando FL. Hosted
by ABF

For the good of the association
Please welcome the following new members to the association Joyce and Aldin Cihal, Palmyra; Myron Carlson,
Fort Calhoun; Ellen Boshart, Ray Boshart, Barb & Sheldon Otto, O’Neill; Daniel Deffenbaugh, Hastings; &
Marva Wasser from Walton, NE.
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RENEWAL TIME NOTICE

Membership is up for renewal idune: Angie Wagner, Thomas Jones, Larkin Powell, Dan Hotovy, & Todd
Fiala.

Membership up for renewal iduly: Dave Hamilton& Kenneth Chelton.

Membership Past Due in May: This mailing will be last issue of the Beeline if dues are not paid.Richard
Cornelius, Brad Hansen, Jim Holterman, Shari Pratt.

The association is trying to get all memberships due on in January of the current year. Also we are trying to be
Eco-friendly by delivering the newsletter via e-mail to reduce paper cost. Members who receive their newsletter
via e-mail receive it at least 2 days earlier than those by United States Postal Service.

Last Complimentary Issue: The following individuals have received three months of the newsletter free of
charge, If you want to continue to receive the newsletter please send $7.00 with membership form to the
Nebraska Beekeepers Association, C/O Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504. This will ensure that
you receive the newsletter up to January 2010.

Ron Troyer, Ryan & Kim Tramp, Nea | Delfeld, Shane Gepner, Melissa Clouse, Jeff Anderson, Patrick Janike,
Russ Headlee, Donna Vantassel, Jacl Wagner, Evelyn & Jim Luebbe, Kevin & Sarah Howat, Douglas & Deb
Jesch, Debbie & Elsa Brown, Kristina Tiebel, Tim Wittwer, Kim & Don Thompson, Harlan Ackerman, Chris &
Tim Gepner, Rich Watson, Leslie Pillen, Jose & Nicolle Diaz, Mark & Gerald Christenson, Cassie & Stephen
Striblen, Leigh & Diana Shields Hinrichs, Bernard Kosiek, Gary Wenz, Karen Murch-Shafer, Mo Anker, Bud
Wingate, Gail & Lahners Lochard, Eileen Hebets, Celeste Fortenberry, Mary & John Bergan, David Phelps,
Daren Ptiiman, Develon Puckett, Tom Bare, Dave and Susan Saum, Blaine Harvey, & Susie Carlson.

Last Complimentary IssueJuly: The following individuals will have received three months of the newsletter
free of charge after next months issue. If you want to continue to receive the newsletter please send $6.00 with
membership form to the Nebraska Beekeepers Association, C/O Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE
68504. This will ensure that you receive the newsletter up to January 2010

Brian Kaczor, Bart Cavoness, David Colman, Deborah Jardee, DeWayne Voborny, Mark Voborny, Jerry &
Jesse Ruppert,.Bill Thomas, Shane Toutges, Alan Hald, Marcia Regier, Gary Richter, Sheila Sutter, Karen
Hunt, Paul Neukirck, & Tom Contreas.

Treasurers Reports

12,339.08 Beginning Balance
Beginning Beekeepers Workbooks
12.00 Jennings
24.00 Roach
20.00 Carlson
8.00 Cihal
12.00 Timm
8.00 Fish
12.00 Kennedy
52.10 Pierson - two magazine subscriptions
24.00 Swoboda
1.02 Interest
173.12 Total Income
Expenses
118.67 Keith Nielsen - newsletter expense
21.00 Bee Culture
19.10 ABJ
425.00 Linda Jorgen - honey pots
583.77 Total Expenses
11,928.43 Ending Balance




Letters to Editor
Hello,

My name is Kieran Andersen. My husband and | are interested in keeping bees. We have just begun to do
some research on bees and beekeeping. | was hoping you could answer few questions. The first question is, do
we need some sort of permit? We live in Omaha, midtown. The second, do you have bees and supplies
available through your association?

Kieran
Response: Some members of the association had told me that they had problems with the permitting process so |
forwarded this to Michael OO6Hara a member of the

if I could print his response in the newsletter so it is printed below. It is two bad Omaha does not permit bees, |
have seen some of the most beautiful floral sources there. Besides after last years windstorms several feral hives
were found in the trunks of trees that were blown over. Much to the amazements of the property owners they
did not even know they were there until the tree was blown over. Here is Mikes response:

Beekeeping within the city limits of Omaha

The City of Omaha, on paper, does allow beekeeping within the city limits and its 3 mile zoning
jurisdiction. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha, Nebraska However, in practice, Omaha does not. The City
of Omabha requires a permit for keeping bee hives. The permit costs $10 and requires a physical inspection of
the location for placement of the beehives. However, The City of Omaha has delegated to the Douglas County
Department of Health's Food Inspection Division the granting of that permit
(http://www.douglascountyhealth.com/publications/Food%20Permits%20Index.htm ).

Have you ever done a favor for an in-law who was prone to complain if the job was not done just so?
Well, the county is as attentive to the city's permit requirements as you would be if you are seeking to avoid
receiving any complaints from your in-laws. It certainly seems like the county never will grant a city permit if
there is any way that the county cansay "no". For example, a beekeeper will need a very large lot or will need
many surrounding neighbors fully in agreement. Given the small size of midtown house lot, that means a
beekeeper needs at least six adjacent lots that form a rectangle with no intervening streets. The City as a land
owner could agree, but the County will not agree for the City, thus all required set back distances require
neighbor approval.

The Omaha municipal ordinance can be found on the web at this link:
http://www.municode.com/Resources/gateway.asp?pid=10945&sid=27

Totally consistent with legal phraseology and regulatory justification, the keeping of honey bees is a
public nuisance. See Code section 18-3(n) and section 18-18 in Chapter 18, Article 2 (and copied at bottom).

The key to getting a beekeeping permit in Omaha is the set back. The bees must be set back from the
property boundaries and set back from occupied structures. Assume a set of hives occupies a square that is 10
feet by 10 feet. The set backs are 100 feet from boundaries and 25 feet from structures. This means a bee yard
needs a minimum area of 210 feet by 210 feet. Minimum. You likely will need more because of how the
various set backs interact.

For example, in midtown Omaha most house lots are somewhere between 40 feet and 70 feet wide (i.e.,
side facing the street) and somewhere between 70 feet and 110 feet long: with or without a 25 foot alley. The
only slack the county inspector is likely to cut you is the alley. Is the alley a public right of way or is the alley a
private right of way? If the alley is public, then the bee hives must be at least 25 feet away from the alley
boundary; but, the inspector might let you get the other needed 75 feet away from the street from the
neighboring property owner on the other side of the alley. If the alley is a private right of way, then a permit is
far more feasible. However, most of the alleys in Omaha are public right of way. OK, so you get enough of
your adjacent neighbors to agree so that you have more than 100 feet to the outer boundaries of your bee yard as
measured from the four sides of the that 10'x10' square. Now, where is the closest "dwelling or building™ to that
square? Remember, you must be 25 feet away from the nearest "building or dwelling™. Surely, a garage is a
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"building™; but, how about a shed? Is a tool shed a "building™ if an inspector really, really, really wants to say
"No permit."? Can you find a corner of a lot that is 25 feet away from any building?

It gets worse. Note that section 18-3(n) does not match exactly the language in section 18-18. Section
18-3(n) says the bee hives must be 100 feet away from any dwelling of a person that is not the beekeeper. Itis
one thing for your neighbors to be willing to let you keep bees next door and it is an entirely different thing for
you neighbors to agree, on paper, to be the beekeeper. If your neighbor is not willing to be the beekeeper, then
can you find a 10'x10' spot for your hives that is 100 feet away from your neighbor's dwelling?

My desired location was 40th and Franklin at the City Sprouts community garden, and a couple of
blocks away from the City of Omaha'’s nursery for the flowers planted in Omaha'’s parks. City Sprouts owned
three adjacent lots and the alley was private right of way. Three more adjacent lots were vacant (i.e., no
structures) and owned by agreeable neighbors. However all of those lots did not add up to a square. Also, the
other neighbors were willing to not complain but not willing to sign any thing. | pushed the inspector's office
rather continuously, until I was informed that a "yes" never would happen if a "no" was feasible. As | removed
successive reasons for saying "no" the inspector merely found more (previously unstated) reasons for saying
"no". The county was not going to issue a city permit that later was going to allow the city to blame the county
for allowing the public nuisance (i.e., any one any where "near" the permitted hive ever got bit/stung by any
flying insect). It was not going to be the county's fault. And, I really came away with the impression that really
is the way the city wants it (i.e., the city never says "no" and the county never says "yes").

I do have hives in the Omaha zoning jurisdiction, but outside of the city limits. The county inspectors
seemed more than a bit surprised with my persistence and seemed slightly disappointed | found a location in the
zoning jurisdiction.

Roughly, you need a five acre site. The swift and sure path to a permit for a site is to find a single lot
that is more than 350 feet square so that you easily can find a spot on that property that is 100 feet from the
boundary and 100 feet from the nearest dwelling or building.

The March 2009 and April 2009 editions of the Nebraska Beekeepers' Association newsletter had a
request for beehives at a very good site on the west shore of Lake Cunningham (96th and about State Street).
Getting a permit there will be simple. http://nebraskabeekeepers.org/articles.asp Roughly, from the eastern
edge of Omaha to the western edge of Omaha there are far more large, rural like properties on the north side of
Omaha. This is due to the many streams in Douglas County that form a fan starting in north east Douglas
County and fanning out to the southwest as well as the cost of building bridges. Roughly, north of State Street
is attractive. So, how do you find a property owner and site? Use the Douglas County Assessor's web site and
its many mapping features. http://www.dcassessor.org/disclaimer.php You should be able to find a property
owner with 5+ acres. Then, it is up to you to contact that land owner to see if there is interested in hosting some
hives in exchange for some honey.

If you are interested in creating long term political change (e.g., no impact in prior to May 2010) by
getting the City to give clear direction to the County to grant permits rather than to deny permits, then I am
willing to talk with you about how you might attempt to create that consequence. But, having done local
politics | must warn you that scared kids and scared parents trump just about any rational argument you can
make.

Professor Michael J. O'Hara, J.D., Ph.D.; Finance, Banking, & Law Department; College of Business
Administration; Roskens Hall 502; University of Nebraska at Omaha; Omaha NE 68182;
mohara@mail.unomaha.edu ; (402) 554 - 2823 voice

Omaha Municipal Code, CHAPTER 18 NUISANCES
ARTICLE I: IN GENERAL
Sec. 18-3. lllustrative enumeration.
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The maintaining, using, placing, depositing, leaving or permitting to be or remain on the public or
private property of any of the following items, conditions or actions is hereby declared to be and to constitute a
nuisance; however, this enumeration shall not be deemed or construed to be conclusive, limiting or restrictive:

(n) The keeping or maintaining of any hives or boxes used or occupied or for the purpose of housing
or occupation by bees within the city limits, except as hereinafter provided. The keeping of bees shall not be
prohibited in agricultural zones, provided no box or hive containing bees permitted to fly at large shall be kept
within 100 feet of any dwelling except the dwelling of the owner of such bees, or within 50 feet of any exterior
boundary within which the box or hive is kept.

ARTICLE Il. BEEKEEPING
Sec. 18-18. Permit; conditions for keeping hives.

@ It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, control, harbor or maintain within the city any bees,
hives or boxes containing hives, except in agriculturally zoned areas, without first obtaining a permit for that
purpose from the health director of the county health department. No single permit shall be issued for more
than one parcel upon which bees are to be maintained.

(b) Application for each permit shall include the name of the individual responsible for the keeping
of bees; the current address of that individual, provided that, if at any time during the life of the permit the
individual relocates, such information shall be transmitted to the city; the common address of the parcel upon
which the bees will be kept; the number of hives or boxes containing hives the applicant intends to maintain on
that parcel; and a nonrefundable fee in the amount of $10.00. Following receipt of any applications by the
health director of the county health department or his designated officer, a nontransferable revocable permit
shall be issued to the applicant which, unless revoked, shall remain in effect until such time as the applicant
discontinues or alters (from his application) the beekeeping activity. Seasonal adjustments for weather shall not
be construed as discontinuation or alteration of activity; provided that failure to actively engage in beekeeping
activity on the parcel for a period in excess of six calendar months, for whatever reason, shall be so construed.

(© In addition to such other sanctions as may be imposed by law, violation of this section shall be
cause for revocation of any permit issued for beekeeping; provided that revocation shall be summarily made
upon advice of the health director of the county health department or his designee, and provided that, following
written notice conforming to the requirements of sections 18-7 through 18-10, inclusive, of this chapter, the
offender has failed, within 24 hours, to abate or correct the offense. No person having any permit revoked
pursuant to this provision shall be granted a permit for beekeeping purposes for a period of two years following
revocation. Upon complaint of any owner or resident of any property abutting the parcel on which bees are
kept, the health director of the county health department or his designee shall require an inspection of the parcel
for which application had been made. If the inspection discloses violation of any provisions hereof, the
planning director or his designee shall cause notice to be issued to correct the condition in the manner set out in
this section.

Q) No hive shall be maintained on any parcel where any public outdoor recreational area or public
park lies within 100 feet of the exterior boundaries of the parcel.

2 Bees shall be kept in such a manner so as not to create a nuisance or threat to health or otherwise
interfere with the enjoyment of the property of adjacent owners or residents. The following conditions shall
exist as a precondition to issuance of any permit:

a. A source of fresh water shall be maintained for bees at all times near the hives and on the parcel
on which bees are to be kept.
b. Including the applicant's own hives, no more than four hives shall be kept within 100 feet from

the exterior boundaries of the parcel on which bees are to be kept; provided that, in the event the holder of any
permit keeps bees on any parcel in excess of one acre in area, no more than four hives shall be maintained per
one-quarter acre, and in such cases all hives shall be situated at least 100 feet from the exterior boundaries of
the parcel.



C. No hive shall be maintained within 25 feet of any dwelling or building, except that of the
applicant, or any street, road or public right-of-way.

d. No hive shall be maintained within 25 feet of the exterior boundary of any abutting property
unless there is present a barrier of sufficient height to deflect the flight of bees to a height of not less than six
feet at all exterior boundaries of the parcel on which the bees are being maintained.

e. The foregoing conditions shall be continuously maintained by the holder of any permit issued
pursuant to this section.

(Code 1980, § 18-18)
Secs. 18-19, 18-20. Reserved.

This is a copy of a letter that was sent Jerry Brown, Vice President of the American Honey Producers
Association that address the Spanish findings for the cause of CCD which threatens the funding of honeybee
research that was allocated in the 2007 farm bill. It is reprinted here with the authors permission.

Dear Jerry

We would like to comment on the recent news that implies that a Spanish scientist has found the cause and
cure for Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). These reports are premature at best, as Nosema ceranae was ruled out as
the lone cause of CCD early in our CCD investigations here in the United States. Over half of all CCD colonies
examined do not have any or sufficient Nosema levels to explain mortality and many of the healthy colonies that
survived have as high or higher levels of Nosema. Further, the description of colony losses described by the Spanish
researchers is very different from the symptoms of CCD in the United States.

As you know, the status of honey bee colonies and their ability to perform pollination of our crops has been
in trouble since the introduction of parasitic mites (Varroa and tracheal mites) in the late 1980’ s. VVarroa-related
colony losses are still the primary cause of bee colony loss in the Unites States. Despite the best efforts of
researchers, Varroa has continued to be a problem, in part due to mites becoming resistant to the acaricides used for
control. Much research is still needed to combat this cause of loss of honey bee colonies.

Of immediate concern is Colony Collapse Disorder or CCD, which has severely impacted many beekeepers
in the United States. With the efforts of a CCD working team (made up of researchers from universities, government
agencies, and private industry) and other apicultural researchers, we have learned much about CCD since its first
recognition in late 2006. However, we are still a long way from determining its exact causes and how to mitigate this
disease. One of our major concerns is that some of these same causes may also underlie the decline in native insect
pollinators, as reported by the National Research Council in 2007 in their report "Status of North American
Pollinators". In the United States, these potential common causes translate into concerns not only for security of our
food crop production but also for the overall health of the ecosystems that we depend upon for survival.

The CCD working team does have sound data to indicate that CCD here in the US has a common set of
symptoms and combination of causes that differ from colony losses associated with late summer or over winter
death. From our studies, CCD colonies have elevated levels of at least one of three closely related viruses (Israeli
Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV), Kashmir Bee Virus (KBV), or Acute Bee Paralysis Virus (ABPV)). The
microsporidian parasite Nosema ceranae by itself does not appear to be a major cause of hive mortality here in the
United States, as indicated by data collected by Jeff Pettis (USDA-ARS). Nosema ceranae has been in the US since
1985 and was found in numerous healthy colonies that lived for several years. The monitoring done by Jeff Pettis,
Dennis vanEngelsdorp, and other scientists here in the US and Canada does not indicate elevated levels of Nosema
ceranae or Nosema apis associated with unusual colony loss. (Thus, we do not concur with studies done in Spain.)

The role of the viruses in the loss of colonies needs to be further investigated. IAPV has multiple strains here
in the US, as we have now learned. One question about these strains is much like the question about flu viruses, in
that we do not know if one particular strain is much more virulent than another. Like swine flu in humans, we also
do not understand what conditions preclude a bee or its colony to be more susceptible to these viruses.

We have done studies at PSU that indicate APV can cause some of the same symptoms of CCD when given
to bees in greenhouse containment. However, we do think that stress is an added major component and that other
microbes and parasites present in the bees may play a role. We do not understand how combinations of microbes and
parasites can impact colony health. Our data from the greenhouse and from field studies strongly suggest that
additional stresses such as sub-lethal pesticide exposure and lack of adequate nutritional sources (pollen and nectar)
may be impacting the bees. In hundreds of samples of incoming pollen, the team at PSU and USDA has found that
over 99% of the samples have at least one pesticide contaminant, on average 6 different pesticides, and up to 35
different pesticides in a single sample. Over 100 different pesticides have been identified. The levels of these




pesticides are surprisingly high, suggesting that they can impact the health ofthe bee colony. What we need to learn
through research is what impact these chemicals have on bee health: do these chemicals impair the ability of the bee
immune system to fight off diseases like viruses, do these chemicals affect bee behavior, and do these chemicals
impact the ability of the colonies to build up and reproduce? We have preliminary data to suggest that all of these
aspects may be part of the problem, but we do not know the extent of the problem or the exact mechanisms that will
allow us to mitigate the effects.

We also have data at PSU that indicate other species of insect pollinators are affected by some of the same
stresses as managed honey bees. We need to determine the impact of these stresses upon native pollinators to protect
the overall health of the environment.

We do not think that these other species of pollinators can replace the honey bee in our current agricultural
practices, but we do adamantly argue that these species are needed to maintain the health of all ecosystems in the
United States that are essential to our survival as a species.

One other major need is to determine exactly what viruses, microbes, and parasites exist worldwide and how
they impact overall pollinator health. Over 18 different viruses have been described in the past for honey bees;
however, we only have the ability to reliably identify eight of these viruses. This creates concern in terms of
importation of new bee and pollinator stocks and bee-related products. There is a very high potential for accidental
introduction of new deadly diseases and parasites that will have additional devastating impacts on pollinators here in
the United States. Additional research is needed to learn about the distribution of these agents and how pollinator
declines compare worldwide. It is known that political stability depends upon countries having stable food supplies,
which in turn is highly dependent upon adequate pollination and pollinator health.

We also need to have additional research on methods to mitigate the problems in pollinator health. It is clear
that our recent advice to the beekeepers is having a positive effect on their colony survival--- the recommendation to
sterilize the equipment from collapsed colonies using gamma irradiation, the recommendation to use soft chemicals
to control Varroa mites and Nosema, and the recommendation to feed artificial pollen. Prior to CCD, these
recommendations would not have had a major impact on overall colony survival in an apiary. However, these are
temporary "band aids™ on the problem; these methods are costly in nature and do not eliminate the underlying
causes. These are not sustainable solutions for beekeeping operations to stay in business and provide essential
pollination services. We need to develop new strains of bees that are more resistant to diseases and parasites. We
also need to mitigate the impacts of pesticides on our pollinators. Lastly, we need to build up the available
pollen/nectar sources for pollinators nationwide.

In summary, we are a long way from "solving" the pollinator crisis. Additional resources are needed for this
critical situation.

Sincerely,

Diana Cox-Foster, Professor, Penn State University

Dennis vanEngelsdorp, State Apiarist, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

Maryann Frazier, Senior Extension Associate, Penn State University



Send payment and subscription order forms directly to the publishers.

I ASSOCIATION MEMBER SUBSCRIPTION
:wuuﬂb-mm Bee Culture Magazine
I Please Print Clearly
] Association Secretary’s Name
I Subscriber’s Name Address
: Address City
| City State, Zip
| State, Zip Comments
Phone # For Office Use Only
I Acct. #

i D NEW D RENEWAL D 1Yr -$21.00 D 2Yr - $38.00

Canada — add $15.00 per year
All other foreign add $20/year

Return white copy to: Bee Culture, Subscription Dept., P.O. Box 706, Medina, OH 44258
I *Please discard any other forms. Use only this form.* Prices subject to change without notice.

AM CAN ASSOCIATION
BEE RNAL MEMBER SUBSCRIPTION
" SAVE 25%
Association Secretary’s Name
Subscriber’s Name Address
Address City
City State, Zip
State, Zip Comments
1 NEW "] RENEWAL US. [ 1Yr-$19.10 1 2Yr.-$36.15 1 3Yr.-$50.95
(PRICES GOOD THROUGH DEC. 31, 2009) Canada [:l 1Yr. -$24.10 D 2Yr. - $46.15 D 3Yr. - $65.95
Foreign [ ] 1Yr.-$37.10 3 2Yr.-$7215 1 3Yr.-$104.95
Return white copy to: American Bee Journal, 51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341 ° Retain yellow copy for your records.




Northeastern KansaBe ek eeper sd Super
Saturday, June 6th, 2009 Registration: 8:00-8:45, Program 8:45-5:00
Douglas County Fairgrounds, 2110 Harper, Lawrence KS
Cost: $25.00 per person for those pre-registered ($30.00 after May 29™)
Children under 5 free, ages 6-18, $10.00 for those pre-registered ($12.50 after May 29™)

For those preregistered, by May 29th, there will be a drawing at the end of the Funday to reimburse 1 (one)
pre-registered person for their registration!
Fee includes lunch, beverages, snacks & homemade ice cream and a full day of fun!

Morningsnacks donated by the Midwestern Beek
Bring your hat & veili we 6 | | be working through s ome
For more information contact Joli Winer at 928568356 orjoli@heartlandhoney.com
Visit our website atnekba.org

Our Special guests will include:
§ Gary Reuterholds the position of Scientist in | Swarm Demonstration will be presented by

Apiculture at the University of Minnesota. He I
has been there since 1993. He teasihes Dr' Chlp Ta‘ylor from KU

courses in Honey Bee Managem&nQueen

Reaning Bee Supplies will

8 Blake Shook:Owner ofDesert Creek Honey Co. .
was begun in 2004 by hijat 17 years of age) b I bI
with only 2 small beehivéte now has ovetO0 e ava-l a e

hivesand is fronBlue Ridge, Texas Heartland Honey and Beekeeping Suppliewill

8 Ginger Reuteris awonderfulcraftswoman Her bring preor dered i tems but W
beeswax items frequently win prizes at the booth. Call Cecil at 938568356 to place an order.
American Beekeeping Federation competition. (Othersupply endors may set up for the dayatch

8§ Tara Fisher, MO Honey QueenRaymore MO our website at nekba.org for updates)

8 Dr. Chip Taylor, University of Kansas. Dr. _
Taylor is an entomologist and a professor of Door Prizes: The swarm from the swarm
Ecology andEvolutionary Biology. demonstration W be given away in a single hive.
Hands-on WOI’kShOpS: There will be door prizes from supply dealers. You
ust be present to wiand you must fill out an

In Hive Basics, finding eggs, larvae, working through a Y¥Riation form to win any door prizes.

Assembling Equipment, Robert Burns

Basic Queen Rearing, Gary Reuter Motels that are in Lawrence:
Making Mead, Gary Reuter Best Western 2309 lowa, 785439100
The Wonder of Bees, Gary Reuter Hampton Inn, 2300 W.'6 7858414994

Going froroliby to dider, Blake Shook

Making Texas Splits, Blake Shook ) . .
Pollen Collecting, Blake Shook Silent Auction to benefit the NE KS

Wax rendering, Steve Tipton Beekeepers Association Youth
History of Beekeeping, Ron Ward Scholarship Program
Labeling, packaging & marketing honey products, Beth Ward

Building a Certified Kitchen, Beth Ward
Infused & CreadhHoneys, Michael Sinclair.
Soap Making, Robin Kolterman

Cooking With Honey, Tara Fisher

Batik, Ginger Reuter

Directions to the Douglas County Fairgrounds:
Take K-10 to Harper Street, go north 2 blocks the
Fairgrounds. Harper Rd. is on the east edge town
and there is a directional sign to the Douglas
County Fairground
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Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers
Association Registration Form
2009 Beekeeping Fun Day, Saturday June 6th

Name

Address

City, State, Zip+4

Phone #

Email address

____lam a member of the Northeast KS Beekeepers
____l'am not a member of the Northeast KS Beekeepers

I would like to be a member--Club Membership %2 year $7.50 (membership not required)
Registration for Funday:

Adults $25.00 ($30.00 after May 29th or at the door) per person

Registration includes admission to the Funday, lunch, drinks, handouts, and an
afternoon snack of homemade honey ice cream

There will be an alternative meal available at lunch for vegetarians.

Youth 5 and under free

Youth (8-18) $10.00 ($12.50 at the door & after May 29th)

Donation

Total $

Please make your check out to “Northeast KS Beekeepers or NEKBA

Mail to:

Robert Burns

7601 W. 54" Terr., Shawnee Mission KS 66202

913-831-6096 or email rburns@kc.rr.com (registrations not accepted by email)
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Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information

NEW MEMBER [___ ] RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP | |

DATE
NAME(S)

1YR@$12[__]2YR@ $24[ ]

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

County:

Phone

E-mail address

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service.

Make checks payablet o

tNebeaska Beekeepers Associatibn

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. *

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1 per month through December 31. **

**% Special rates on “Bee Culture” and “American Bee Journal” with membership to the state association.***

Recipes:

We had requests for the recipes for the punch and treats we had at our May Nebraska Beekeepers meeting, so
we are sharing them via the newsletter. The punch recipe is taken from the American Beekeeping

Federation "Honey Recipes 2008" brochure. Judy Lillie

HOLIDAY PARTY PUNCH
(makes 12 servings)

2 cups boiling water
3/4 cup HONEY
4 cups cranberry juice
2 cups orange juice

1 cup lemon juice

1 quart ginger ale

Ice cubes

Combine boiling water and HONEY, stirring to
dissolve. Chill. Combine cranberry, orange and
lemon juices. Stir in HONEY mixture. Just before
serving, add ginger ale, ice cubes and fruit garnish if
desired.

HONEY TREATS

6 cups Cheerios or Rice Krispies
1 cup brown sugar

1 cup honey

1 cup peanut butter

Carefully melt honey, brown sugar, and peanut butter.
Stir in cereal. Pour mixture onto cookie sheet, press to
desired thickness. Chill in refrigerator before cutting
into small squares.




Nebraska Beekeepers Association
C/O Keith Nielson

865 Leonard Ave

Polk, NE 68654

Editorial:

Swarm season is here! | have had two calls to collet swarms from a building and tree.The swarm in a building
actually became a removal since it found itself a home in a set of cabinets in a local farmers shop. The day of the
removal | had an anxious and excited audience. The father wanted to have the bees out of his machine shop and save
them if we could. Mother likes to eat honey by the quart and wanted to start her own hive. Two sons that just thought it
was neat that their dads shop was a potential home for bees and a chance to clean a corner of the shop that had been off
limits until the swarm had arrived. They now had a reason to move and install the greenhouse that was occupying the
corner of the shop. A grandson who identified the pest as honeybees and an FFA member from Hampton. All talked
about how the swarm moved across their yard to find refuge in the shop cabinet. Then after the bees are rehoused | went
the next morning to move the bees to a new site and havd one son and grandson make sure that | get to the right pasture
and the other son meets us at the pasture and has the gate open and waiting for our arrival. Unfor tunately those bees did
not survive. | must have accidentally killed the queen when | slowly pulled the drawer open to expose where the bees
were in the cabinent. But | think we may gain several members from the ordeal.

The second swarm in the tree was a much simplier catch since it was on a low branch. | probably would not have
been called on that swarm if it had not been for my local postmaster, since the swarm was in her father in-laws tree. She
is definitely a good postmaster since she called me the morning that my queens arrived from Charlies and she
remembered me when this swarm arrived.

I have made a few splits of several of my hives in early May using a double screen board technique that I had learned
about at EAS in 2006. So far both the old and new hives are looking good and for the nectar season.

Hope to see you at the Value Added workhop on the 12th & 13th of June. If you have not registered yet there is still
room available. If you plan on attending please note the flyer in this newsletter and get signed up. Dr. Ellis has told me
that he will extend the registration deadline to June 5.

Soon it will be time to volunteer for your time slot at the 140" Nebraska State Fair. The American Honey Queen will
be here on September 4-6. Jobs available for the fair are day managers, honey sales, ice cream sales, and observation
hive representatives. Some of our new members and the scholarship winners have already committed to this fine display
of apiculture, come join them.

Keith E. Nielson
Editor, Nebraska Beekeepers Association



