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Presidents Message: 

Greetings everyone. I missed the last newsletter submission because the 

internet was not working at my house because of a bad radio. Thatôs all fixed 

now so my apologies to every one. Iôve been back for 3 İ months and am still 

struggling to get caught up with list of chores. Itôs slowly getting there. I used 

to check on the hives at least every two or three days but now its every week or 

two. I was out of town with the family in June to Phoenix, AZ. It was nice to 

get up in the morning and do nothing but relax and get a Starbucks.  I am 

planning on making the July meeting so will see everyone then 

 

Mike Slater 

 

CATCH THE BUZZ 

Varroa Trap Seems To Work  
Alan Harman 

A new bait could see Varroa mites literally walking into a trap. 

   Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists in Gainesville, Fla., are 

testing a bait-and-kill approach using sticky boards and natural chemical 

attractants called semiochemicals. 

   For patenting reasons, Teal wonôt reveal what the specific compounds are, 

other than to say theyôre naturally produced by honey bees and highly 

attractive to Varroa mites. 

   Varroa mites rely on these semiochemicals to locate - and then feed on - the 

bloodlike hemolymph of both adult honey bees and their brood. Severe 

infestations can decimate an affected hive within several months and rob the 

beekeeper of profits from honey or pollinating services. 

But in this case, the mites encounter a more heady bouquet of honey 

bee odors that lure the parasites away from their intended hosts and onto the 

sticky boards, where they starve. 

ARS Chemistry Research Unit research leader Peter Teal reports 

preliminary tests of the attractant are promising. ñWe are able to induce 35% to 

50% of mites to drop off of bees when we present them with either of the two 

attractants, and more than 60% of free mites are attracted to these chemicals in 

biological tests,ò Teal says. Teal says the extra dose of semiochemicals wafting 

through hives didn't appear to significantly interfere with the honey bees' 

normal behavior or activity.  The research team hopes ARS' patenting of the 

Varroa mite attractants will encourage an industrial partner to develop the 

technology further. 

  The original report can be found at: 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/jul09/mites0709.htm 
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Value-Added Products Workshop - Comb Honey Notes 

By Marion Ellis 

Beekeepers who attended the June 12-13 Value-Added Products Workshop set up a colony for comb 

honey production (in the rain).  The technique used was to establish a nuc with a new queen over a double 

screen in early May.  Both the nuc and parent colony were fed syrup and managed for maximum brood 

production.  On the day of the workshop, the parent colony was moved 3 feet to the side and the nuc was placed 

on he hive stand where the parent colony (with the nuc on top) formerly stood.  This manipulation gave the nuc 

the field force of the parent colony plus its own foragers.  In addition, we located the queen in the parent colony, 

caged her temporarily, and shook the nurse bees from half of the combs in the 2-story parent colony on the 

ground in front of the nuc.  The queen was then released back into the parent colony and the parent colony was 

moved to a new location in the apiary.  In summary, the manipulation resulted in a colony with a new queen in a 

single hive body with a 60,000 bee population with little to do other than build comb and store honey.     

Honey bee's energies are focused on three main activities: (1) raising brood  (2) swarming  (3) building 

comb and storing honey,  The manipulation described above largely releases the bees from activities 1 and 2 

and allows them to focus their energies on building comb and storing honey.  Two weeks after setting up the 

colony it has 2 comb honey supers drawn out, full of honey and partially sealed.  The colony has begun working 

in a third super.  I will raise up the first 2 supers 

and put the top super below them today.  We 

have experienced considerable rain during the 

time the supers have been on the hives, but the 

bees have managed to store considerable honey 

between showers.  The comb is light and 

delicate, the honey is white and mild flavored 

and the finish on the cappings is fresh and 

uniform.  The first 2 supers will be harvested as 

soon as completely sealed (should by no later 

than early July).  We have another colony in the 

apiary that has filled an extra deep hive body 

with honey that we will place on the comb honey 

producing colony as soon as all comb honey is 

removed. 

It takes a frame of honey to raise a frame 

of brood, and releasing a large bee population from most of its brood rearing results in the rapid construction of 

comb and storing of honey that is required to produce high-quality comb honey.  It is essentially that colonies 

cut down for comb honey production be headed by young queens who have not been laying for more than a 

month or swarming will be a problem.  Eggs laid in mid June will result in bees that will neither see a heavy 

honey flow nor overwinter, therefore a mid-June break in brood rearing in a colony will result in more honey 

stores and the bees will still have time to rear plenty of young bees for winter. 

There are several other good techniques for producing comb honey.  The best book available on comb 

honey production is Honey in the Comb by Eugene Killion.  It is available at a modest price from Dadant and 

Sons. 

  

1 Inspection of a cut comb super Dr. Ellis During the Value Added 

Worskshop held on June 12th. 



Classified Advertisements 

For Sale:  

Dadant stainless steel settling tank with baffle 31 inches diameter and 28 inches high, Maxant electric Chain 

Uncapper model 1700, Walter T. Kelley wax melter with stand and bucket, Dadant Mini Melter with stand. 

Contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or email wnelson193@neb.rr.com. 

Equipment for Sale: Ron Cowden was a beekeeper in Lincoln, NE.  He passed away and his family has 

donated all of his beekeeping equipment to the University of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of Entomology. 

 The University does not need the equipment so they are selling everything with the money going to the 

Department of Entomology. The equipment list is as follows:Dadant 25 gallon water jacketed bottling tank with 

electric stir system, 2" Metal Honey Gate,Woodman style Galvanized 45 frame Radial Electric Extractor,2-55 

gallon Steel Barrels with gates (could be used for mixing and dispensing syrup). Should you have an interest in 

any of these please contact Warren Nelson at 402-466-8173 or e-mail wnelson193@neb.rr.com.  Warren has 

agreed to sell the items for the University with the proceeds going to the Department of Entomology. 

 For Sale:  
Available bulk honey for more information contact Pat Chandler 308-880-1733 or e-mail Chandlers Sandhill 

Honey chandlerscloverhoney@yahoo.com 

Better Way Wax Melter, Leon Schuette, 26143 County Rd 8 Herman, NE 68029 ph. 402-654-3525 

*New*  Screened bottom boards complete with board to calculate mite populations, total clear screened opening 

below brood chambers and 3/8 inch opening to prevent mice getting into your hive. Contact Keith Nielson, 

phone 402-765-2391 or email klnielson@windstream.net.  

Wanted Bees 

We live right next to Lake Cunningham in North Omaha. We live on 10 acres of ground. I have approximately 

3 acres of rear property backing up to the lake that can be replanted into clover or whatever a person would like 

to flavor the honey. I'm willing to lease the ground for a nominal fee for someone to house their bee hives. I can 

do some minor maintenance on them but they would be responsible for the major upkeep and harvesting. Very 

flexible and willing to work out a deal that will be beneficial to both parties. Any additional information I can 

provide, I will be happy to supply. Again thanks for all your help. Michelle McCaulley, 8707 N 96th St, Omaha 

NE 68812, h) 402-572-7972, c) 703-405-5769 

Upcoming Events: 
July 9-11,2009: Heartland Apiculture Society, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH. Registration is due by June 20

th
 

the following web link will take you to the HAS web site that has information on the conference. 

http://www.heartlandbees.com/2009%20files/HAS%202009%20Registration%20Guidelines.pdf  

July 15, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Jack Eagers,347 County RD A, Ashland, NE. Topic varora mite detection 

and intergrated pest management. Potluck Supper Directions: From LINCOLN take hiway 6 to Ashland, turn 

left onto hiway 66 and procede north onto 14
th
 street continue north one mile to County Rd A turn right and go 

about ½ mile.  From OMAHA: Take I80 to the Gretna Exit 432 onto Hiway 6 east to Ashland, after crossing 

Platte River turn right onto County Rd A and proceed about 1 ½ miles just past second set of railroad tracks. 

July31-August 2, 2009 Northeast Treatment Free Beekeeping Conference, The Doyle Conservation Center, 

Leominster, Massachusetts 

August 3-7, 2009: Eastern Apiculture Society- The Brethren Beekeeping, Without Chemicals, Holiday Valley, 

Ellicottville, New York.Information on the conference can be found at the following web link: 

http://www.easternapiculture.org/programs/2009 

August 12, 2009: Monthly Meeting at Mike Terneus near Bellevue, NE. Topic TBA. 

August 17-20, 2009: Western Apiculture Society-Dry Creek Best Western Inn, 198 Dry Creek Road, 

Healdsburg, California, USA 95448 Information for WAS conference can be found at the following web link: 

http://groups.ucanr.org/WAS/Conference_Information/  

August 27, 2009: Bee Culture entries due into Nebraska State Fair. 

August 28-September 7: 140
th
 Nebraska State Fair. 

September 13, 2009: So You want to be a Beekeeper, Michael Bush, Greenwood, NE.  
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September 13, 2009: So You want to be a Beekeeper,Keith Nielson, Chapman or Archer, NE beeyard 

January 12-16,2010: North American Beekeeping Conference, Wyndham Orlando Resort, Orlando FL. Hosted 

by ABF 

For the good of the association 
Please welcome the following new members to the association Steve Pilcher, Omaha; Cassie Stribben, Crete; 

Karen Grove, Bennington, and Elaine Nowick of Milford. 

RENEWAL TIME NOTICE 

Membership is up for renewal in July: Brian Kaczor, Bart Cavoness, David Colman, Deborah Jardee, 

DeWayne Voborny, Mark Voborny, Jill Hanshew. 

 

Membership up for renewal inAugust: Donald Barnard. 
Membership Past Due in June:  This mailing will be last issue of the Beeline if dues are not paid. Dan Hotovy, 

Pau Neukirch, Tom Contreras, Thomas Jones, Larkin Powell. 

 

Dues to the Nebraska Beekeepers Association is $1.00 per month.  The yearly membership runs January 1 

through December 31.  If you are joining at any other time than January, please only pay for the remaining 

months of the year.  Also, the $12.00 membership is for one person.  We do not have a family rate so only list 

one person per dues amount.  Thank you for your help in this matter.  

 

Also we are trying to be Eco-friendly by delivering the newsletter via e-mail to reduce paper cost. Members 

who receive their newsletter via e-mail receive it at least 2 days earlier than those by United States Postal 

Service. 

Nebraska Beekeepers Association Membership and Membership Renewal Form 

Please fill out the following information completely and legibly by printing the information 

NEW MEMBER [___]  RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP [____] 1 YR @ $12 [___] 2YR @ $24[____] 

DATE ________________________ 

NAME(S) _______________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________ 

CITY _____________________________________ 

STATE _______ ZIP__________________________  

County: _____________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

E-mail address _________________________________________________________________________ 

[__] Please send my newsletters by e-mail. [__] Please send my newsletter by the postal service. 

Make checks payable to the ñNebraska Beekeepers Associationò 

Mail to: Warren Nelson, 2839 N46th, Lincoln, NE 68504 

* Dues are payable by January 31 for the current year running from January 1- December 31. * 

** Dues are prorated for new members only at the rate of $1 per month through December 31. ** 

*** Special rates on ñBee Cultureò and ñAmerican Bee Journalò with membership to the state association.*** 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



Treasurers Reports 

Letters to Editor:  

Bees Wanted 

I sell honey at the Lincoln Farmerôs 

Market and have had two requests recently 

from people who would like to have honey 

bees on their property.  Could these requests 

be added to our newsletter? The first man has 

been asking me for 3 years to place bees at: 

182
nd

 W Van Dorn (2 ¼ miles SW of 

Pleasant Dale, NE) Marvin Havlat    phone 

619-994-4525 The other request was from 

Don Davids     phone 402-417-3610 

Property is NW of Lincoln, near Malcolm, 

NE 

Thanks, 

Buzz Vance, certification specialist 

Nebraska Dept. of Agriculture 

 

Nebraska Honey Definition and Regulation 

The legislature surprised me with with its first early ending in a decade (and the first ever budget cut 

year with zero line item vetos).  Accordingly, I got to Senator Dubas after the filing deadline for Interim Study 

Resolutions had passed.  

I am not sure that is a great loss, however.  When I was legislative staff (1979-1981) every Interim 

Study Resolution was "studied" to some extent:  mostly that meant zero work.  In the early 1990s the 

Unicameral's rules changed on Interim Study Resolutions.  Now committee priorities rather than individual 

Senator's resolutions are passed and receive interim staff work. 

I have asked Dubas to introduce a generic Legislative Resolution praising honey and raising the question 

of whether the Nebraska Department of Agriculture ought to adopt a regulation defining honey.  I suggested 

that just having a Legislative Resolution introduced in May 2009 (even if not voted upon until January 2010) 

would provide notice to the local and national industry as well as the federal and State Departments of 

Agriculture.  Senator Dubas has not yet replied to me on that front. 

Michael Professor Michael J. O'Hara, J.D., Ph.D.  

Recipe from the National Honey Board 

$11,928.43  

 

Beginning Balance  

  

Dues  

 

$7.00  Pilcher  

 

$19.00  Fiala  

 

$12.00  Striblen  

 

$24.00  Fletcher  

 

$12.00  Grove  

 

$12.00  Nowick  

 

$98.15  Hamilton  

 

$0.98  Interest  

$185.13  

 

Total Income  

  

Expenses  

 

$121.57  

Poverty Ridge -  newsletter 

expense  

 

$3.55  Postage  

 

$16.00  Returned Check and Bank Fee  

 

$38.00  Bee Culture  

 

$36.15  ABJ 

$607.77  

 

Total Expenses  

$11,505.79  

 

Ending Balance  

Tropical Bloom Smoothie  

- Makes 4 servings - 
Ingredients  
1-1/2 cups low-fat milk  
2 medium ripe bananas, peeled  
1 cup plain yogurt*  
1/4 cup honey  
1 teaspoon vanilla*  
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon  
ground nutmeg  
5 ice cubes  



Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated 

 

  

Directions  

Combine milk, bananas, yogurt, honey, vanilla, cinnamon and nutmeg in blender; process 
until thick and creamy. Add ice cubes, one at a time, and blend until smooth. Tips 
*Substitute vanilla yogurt for plain yogurt and vanilla, if desired 

Note: Honey should not be fed to infants under one year of age. Honey is a safe and wholesome food for 
children and adults. 

© National Honey Board  
11409 Business Park Circle Ste 210, Firestone, CO 80504  
Phone: (303) 776-2337 Fax: (303) 776-1177 

3 Dr. Ellis and Jeremy Wagnitz in search of a queen during 

the Value Added Workshop. 
2  Shallow honey supers, left super with basswood section 

boxes, right with plastic section boxes. 



Please clip the magazine form and mail your subscription directly to the address listed on the form.  It causes 

delays by paying the Association and having us send it for you.  Make sure you fill in the Nebraska Beekeepers 

Association on the appropriate line and Warren Nelson as Treasurer on the Secretary line.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

 

  

5 Shaken bees marching into hive for comb honey production 4 Dr. El lis explaining how the Ross round section frame 

work for comb honey. 


